2nd SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
January 17, 2010

Introit   (Song of Songs 2:3–4; 6:2–3; Antiphon: Song of Songs 8:6)
Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal up- | on your arm,*tc \l3 "Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal up- | on your arm,*
for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce | as the grave.tc \l3 "for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce | as the grave.
As an apple tree among the trees of the forest, so is my belovèd among the | young men.*tc \l3 "As an apple tree among the trees of the forest, so is my belovèd among the | young men.*
With great delight I sat in his shadow, and his fruit was sweet | to my taste, tc \l3 "With great delight I sat in his shadow, and his fruit was sweet | to my taste, 
He brought me to the ban- | queting house,*tc \l3 "He brought me to the ban- | queting house,*
and his banner over | me was love. tc \l3 "and his banner over | me was love. 
My belovèd has gone down to his garden to the beds of | spices,*tc \l3 "My belovèd has gone down to his garden to the beds of | spices,*
to graze in the gardens and to gather | lilies. tc \l3 "to graze in the gardens and to gather | lilies. 
I am my belovèd's and my belov- | èd is mine;*tc \l3 "I am my belovèd's and my belov- | èd is mine;*
he grazes among the | lilies.tc \l3 "he grazes among the | lilies.
Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal up- | on your arm,*tc \l3 "Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal up- | on your arm,*
for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce | as the grave.tc \l3 "for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce | as the grave.
Isaiah 62:1–5;  1 Corinthians 12:1–11 
John 2:1–11 
1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." 4 And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come." 5 His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 6 Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, "Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it to him. 9 When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and said to him, "Every man serves the good wine first, and when the people have drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now." 11 This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
We come to church, and we, rightly, expect to hear the words of the  doctrine.

John 7:16:

Jesus [said,] “My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.”
Acts 2:42:

they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and in  the fellowship, the breaking of bread, and in the prayers.
Romans 16:17:

I urge you, brethren, take note of those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned.
1 Timothy 4:6:

you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine.
The doctrine—that is our Lord’s Word of who he is and what he does for us.  If we want our Lord’s doctrine in a quick thumbnail, it’s the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, it’s the Catechism, it’s his word expounded and taught to our children, it is his teaching of who he is as our Creator—that’s the first Article of the Creed, who he is as our Redeemer—that’s the second article of the Creed, and who he is as the One who daily forgives and sanctifies us—the third Article of the Creed.  It’s how he brings his gifts to us in his Word of Gospel, in his Sacraments, it’s how he keeps us as his own.

We come to church expecting to hear the doctrine, and that is good and right, for as our Lord instructs the Christian pastor: 

Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine . . . for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

[1 Timothy 4:16]

But coming to church to hear the doctrine, this morning we hear something sounding completely different: Lovers’ notes, love sonnets, affectionate poems exchanged between a man and a woman.  That’s what the Song of Songs, or sometimes it’s listed as the Song of Solomon—that’s what this book in the Bible is: two lovers sending poetic notes back and forth to each other; two lovers who look forward to their marriage, to their life together, two who can’t wait to set up their household and be in one another’s arms.  It’s from the Song of Songs that we have this morning’s Introit.  The Bride sings:

As an apple tree among the trees of the forest,

so is my belovèd among the | young men.*

With great delight I sat in his shadow,

and his fruit was sweet to my taste, tc \l3 "With great delight I sat in his shadow,and his fruit was sweet to my taste, 
He brought me to the banqueting house,*tc \l3 "He brought me to the banqueting house,*
and his banner over | me was love. tc \l3 "and his banner over | me was love. 
My belovèd has gone down to his garden to the beds of | spices,*tc \l3 "My belovèd has gone down to his garden to the beds of | spices,*
to graze in the gardens and to gather | lilies. tc \l3 "to graze in the gardens and to gather | lilies. 
And then the Bride speaks of the completeness, the totality of who she and her groom are to one other:

I am my belovèd's and my belovèd is minetc \l3 "I am my belovèd's and my belovèd is mine.

[Song of Songs 6:2]

And the groom responds,

“How beautiful is your love, my beloved, my bride! How much better is your love than wine.”

[Song of Songs 4:10]

Is there anything of this groom that does not belong to the bride, anything of this bride not given to the groom?


We came to church expecting to hear the doctrine, and instead we get the exchange of love poems; kind of like going to a movie to see shoot-em-up Western, and instead finding yourself watching a syrupy romantic comedy.

But this is what the doctrine is: It’s a love story.  It’s a Groom, Christ Jesus, loving the sinner so much that he gathers the sinner into his Bride, the church, and loving his Bride, sanctifying and cleansing her with his own blood, forgiving her sins, presenting her as a Bride in all her resplendence and speaking to her his words of love.

Doctrine: It’s the Bride, hearing the voice of her Groom, being bound to him as one-flesh in the water of Holy Baptism, looking to him for every good gift, and singing of him with affection and anticipation, as a Bride singing love sonnets to her Groom.


Coming to Church, it’s not, maybe, what we expected, but it is what Jesus gives:  The embrace of a lover, the protecting care of a Groom, the poetry that speaks the joy of a groom not letting his intended slip away.

The imagery of Jesus and his church: a marriage, an anticipated wedding.

But with a wedding feast, a banquet, there is the invitation of the family and the friends; everyone is gathered into the love story; there is a party with the best food and the best wine and a lot of it.

So Jesus, the Groom of the Church, searching out his Bride, is invited to a wedding feast in Cana.  He’s one of the guests.

At a wedding feast, the Groom supplies the food and the wine.  He is the host.  He is publicly giving his Bride his Name, and he wants to show her off.  Everything must be just right.  But at this wedding feast in Cana, something goes terribly wrong.  Not enough wine.  You can’t have a wedding feast without wine.  This is no way to show off your Bride.

John 6:6:

 
Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, "Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it to him . . . the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine . . . 
Jesus supplies the wine.  

Having come as the guest to see this groom and this bride united as one-flesh in marriage, he now is announcing himself to be The Groom, not of this singular bride in Cana, for she most certainly belongs to her husband in God’s eyes—but Jesus is announcing himself to be the Groom of his Bride.  And his Bride is the church, it is all those in Cana whom he has gathered into his church, it is Solomon and his bride, and all those other Israelites back in Jerusalem generations previous, it is you and me and our children, baptized into the church, publicly announced as members of the Bride of Christ.


It’s a little different way, maybe, of thinking of the doctrine.  Doctrine is dry and boring, it is written in books and tested in classrooms.

Well there is that to it, one might suppose.

But we come to church and we hear the voice of a Groom, cleansing his Bride in Baptism, sanctifying her, setting before her the banquet of Holy Communion, where he is forgiving her of all sin; and we hear the voice of the Bride, speaking back in poems of love, singing hymns of her Groom, and as we hear this conversation, we are drawn into it, as a Bride being drawn into the arms of her lover, our Lord telling us that we are his Bride, and we realize that this conversation, these love poems—this is the doctrine.

The doctrine, the teaching from Heaven, the Word of Law and Gospel.  The doctrine that we are judged sinful by the Law of God, and entirely unable to help ourselves.  The doctrine that we who stand before the face of God as nothing but sinners, are then given to hear the Gospel, the word of all sin forgiven, all shame removed.

The doctrine, that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, is our God who has created us, who has redeemed us, and who daily cleanses us through the forgiveness of sins.  The doctrine of a Lord who loves the sinner, and will not let the sinner go, the doctrine that has the church singing of her Lord:


As an apple tree among the trees of the forest,

so is my belovèd among the | young men.*

With great delight I sat in his shadow,

and his fruit was sweet to my taste, tc \l3 "With great delight I sat in his shadow,and his fruit was sweet to my taste, 
He brought me to the banqueting house,*tc \l3 "He brought me to the banqueting house,*
and his banner over | me was love. tc \l3 "and his banner over | me was love. 

[Song of Songs 2:3]


The doctrine.  Acts 2:42:  

they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and in  fellowship, the breaking of bread, and in the prayers.
That’s the doctrine of a Groom, Christ Jesus, who loves his Bride, the church.

And in this church, it is the marriage of the Groom and his Bride being lived out daily.  It is the life of the Groom continually sending forth his Holy Spirit to his Bride, each of us being given gifts according to the Groom’s loving desire, the Spirit distributing gifts to each person according to his gracious will.

1 Corinthians 12:

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of working, but it is the same God who inspires them all in every one.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
And so the rejoicing of the wedding feast goes out, the gifts of the banquet are distributed, as the Lord of the church sets us as servants to one another, each of us serving the other with the gifts the Lord has given us, and the many and various ways the Lord has ordained.

And as we see our neighbor, as we see those hurting, and we consider those urgent need of our brothers and sisters in Haiti at this time, as we look upon our neighbor and we consider his need, we do so as those belonging to the Groom, Christ Jesus, who loves his Bride, the church; we do so as those living in his grace, interceding for our neighbor, and loving our neighbor even as our Lord Jesus loves us. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
(((((1
SONG OF SONGS 2:3-4, 6:2-3, 8:6

