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Isaiah 43:1–7;  Romans 6:1–11 
Luke 3:15–22
15 Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering in their hearts about John, as to whether he was the Christ, 16 John answered and said to them all, "As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 "His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 18 So with many other exhortations he preached the gospel to the people. 19 But when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded by him because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and because of all the wicked things which Herod had done, 20 Herod also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison. 21 Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, "You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased."

Gradual

(Psalm 117)
Praise the Lord, all | nations!*   

Extol him, all | peoples! tc \l3 "Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*tc \l3 "For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*  

and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for- | ever.tc \l3 "and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for- | ever.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
As the season of Epiphany opens in the church, and on the Day of the Baptism of our Lord, the church speaks the words of Psalm 117 for the Gradual:

Praise the Lord, all | nations!*

Extol him, all | peoples! tc \l3 "Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*tc \l3 "For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for- | ever.tc \l3 "and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for- | ever.
The church sings these words, but it might make us wonder, how does that work?  All nations praising the Lord, all peoples extolling his Name, singing about his steadfast love toward the sinner and of his faithfulness which stands at all times and in eternity.

How does that work?  For we know that not all nations praise the Lord, and not all peoples are extolling his name.  So what is Psalm 117, and the other Psalms that talk about all nations praising the Lord—What is all this about?


All nations, all peoples, all tongues—this is a pretty big picture.  And it’s bigger than that, for the Psalm speaks of the Lord’s faithfulness as standing in eternity:  it doesn’t just stretch wide to all nations, it also extends far back and far ahead to all generations—those from the beginning of creation with Adam and Eve, and those generations after the cross, with those Romans Paul was writing to in the Epistle reading, and you and me and our families.

All nations, all peoples, all tongues, stretching backward and forward to all generations—no one is left out of this picture.


So on a particular day, about 2,000 years ago, on the banks of a little River called the Jordan in the backwaters of the Judean district of the Roman Empire, a strange event.  A prophet named John poured water over the head of a man named Jesus, Jesus prayed to his Father in Heaven, and, as the text tells us, when this took place, then 


the heavens were opened,  and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from Heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

[Luke 3:22]


So we’re given a conversation, a rather confined conversation, just three persons involved, speaking with one another.  

One person, Jesus, is speaking to his Father in prayer as he stands in water on the banks of a little river out in the Judean wilderness, an fairly unremarkable placement—probably in a location that wouldn’t even show up on Google maps.  This Jesus hears from his Father, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  In the conversation, along with the Father and his Son is a third person, the Holy Spirit, who is always about the business of bringing words of the Father from Heaven to Earth, Luke 3:22: 

and the Holy Spirit descended on him [Jesus] in bodily form, like a dove.
So it’s a small conversation, three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in loving communication with one another, all taking place on a river bank in Judea, with the heavens opened above it.  

We can imagine that if we had been a mile away, or five miles away, certainly if we had been back in Jerusalem, or thousands of miles away in Rome, we would’ve heard none of this conversation at all.


But the conversation is expanded.  A man named John is there, and he is, in fact, baptizing this Jesus because, as a prophet, John has been sent to do exactly that.  And the crowds around Jesus and John, there at the Jordan, they are brought into the conversation, because, as the Gospel of John tells us,


“the crowd who stood by and heard it were saying that it had thundered; others were saying, "An angel has spoken to him."  Jesus answered and said, "This voice has come not for My sake, but for yours.”


So we start seeing that this little conversation on the banks of the Jordan, some 2,000 years ago, is much bigger than what is at first seen.  It includes not just the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, but also the prophets, who are to report it on Earth, and who had spoken of it beforehand throughout the generations, and those witnesses to whom Jesus says, “This voice has come for your benefit.”

It is a conversation of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for you, for the sake of the sinner, for the benefit of all those who will hear it.

Who has heard it, this voice from Heaven?  For that, we turn to Psalm 117: 

Praise the Lord, all | nations!*

Extol him, all | peoples! tc \l3 "Extol him, all | peoples! 
In this conversation, the Son of God engages the whole world, everyone is caught up into it, wether they admit it or not.

Adam and Eve are in on this conversation, for they were brought face-to-face with it when the Lord walked up to them in the Garden of Eden and spoke to them the promise of a Savior.  All the prophets of the Old Testament are in on the conversation, for as prophets they have been made privy to the deliberations of the heavenly courtroom, and they were set forth before Israel and before the nations to prophesy of the coming Christ, the redeemer of the nations.  The writers of the Psalms are in on the conversation, and by writing down the words of the Psalms to be sung in the church, they have brought into the conversation all of Israel, the whole church.  The Apostles are in on the conversation, for as Jesus leaves the Jordan river and sets out on his ministry around Judea and Galilee, on his way to the cross, the Apostles witness what it means for this man Jesus to be the Son of God who takes away the sin of the world.

And you and I are in on the conversation.  For as Jesus, the holy Son of God, he who is without sin or any spot or blemish—as Jesus was baptized in the Jordan by the prophet, to be publicly proclaimed as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, to be publicly set into his office of Christ, the One anointed to take upon himself the sin of every sinner, as at his baptism Jesus was joined to the sinner and publicly given the office to stand in the place of every sinner, so at our baptisms, we too, took on an office.

We who are not without sin, but have been found guilty by the Law of God, who stand not in holiness, but in the shame of our own sin and of the sin of this world around us, we who cannot stand before the face of God without being consumed, we, in our baptisms, have been given what we do not possess on our own.  

If Jesus in his baptism took upon himself our sin, we, in our baptisms, take upon ourselves his holiness.

If Jesus in his baptism sets himself to be humiliated and abased for our sake, we, in our baptisms, are honored and exalted for his sake.

If Jesus, in his baptism, is joined to every sinner and to the death of this world, we, in our baptism, are joined to the holy One and to his life.  Romans 6:3:

3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 


In his baptism, God the Son was made one with the world, with the sin of every peoples and nations, of all generations—it all belongs to him.  By virtue of his baptism with sinners, he now stands as the sinner, the Son of Man standing in for all men, all people.

By virtue of his baptism, it is now the cross for Jesus, for the sinner must die.  And though he himself knew no sin, he now stands in for all sinners—that’s his baptism.  It is being placed in the office of the Christ, the office of going to the cross.

So who is in on this conversation of the Christ?  Adam and Eve heard of him, and by that Gospel, they were saved.  Adam and Eve’s children heard of this Christ, and the gift to them was salvation, though Abel received the gift with joyous faith, while Cain rejected the gift, wanting to justify himself.

To all the children of Adam and Eve, to all generations, to all nations and all peoples, the message of this Christ goes forth, for he was baptized into the sin of all.


That’s his baptism.  But then comes ours.  We are baptized into him.  Into his cross, his death, into his resurrection, into his life.  And where we are made one with Jesus, united to him and to all he has done, where our Baptisms put his Name on us and define who we are, there we are in conversation with God: God the Father speaking from Heaven, declaring that in his Son Christ Jesus, he is well pleased with us; God the Son praying to his Father, interceding for us, praying that we are kept in oneness with him as he is in oneness with his Father; God the Father and God the Son sending forth to us the Holy Spirit, who calls us into the church, enlightens us with the gifts of the sacraments, cleanses us with the Gospel, and is always comforting us with the news that all of us—all, young and old, adult and child, male and female; all, none left out—all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into his death, into his resurrection, into his life-everlasting.

The conversation of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, where the deliberation is concerning the cleansing of the sinner and the bestowal of life: it is the conversation that our Lord God lovingly and joyfully brings us into in our baptisms as he forgiveness all our sin.

And it is the conversation our Lord God has for our world, as he sends us out into our world, among our neighbors, to intercede for our neighbor and our world, and to forgive sins that have been committed against us.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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