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June 21, 2009,  3rd Sunday after Pentecost B (Proper 7)
 Job 38:1-11, 2 Corinthians 6:1-13, Mark 4:35-41
Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The text for the sermon this morning is from the Gospel lesson just read from Mark chapter 4.  Hear again the words of Mark:  On that day, when evening came, He said to them, "Let us go over to the other side." Leaving the crowd, they took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and other boats were with Him.  And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up.  Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion…”  In the Name of Jesus.  Amen.

In 2005, the popular country singer Carrie Underwood had the well-known hit, Jesus Take the Wheel, which begins with a young woman with her baby driving home to see her parents on a snowy Christmas Eve.  The song continues:
It [had] been a long hard year;  
She had a lot on her mind and she didn't pay attention;
She was going way too fast;  
  Before she knew it she was spinning on a thin black sheet of glass

She saw both their lives flash before her eyes;   

 She didn't even have time to cry;
She was so scared;    

She threw her hands up in the air;        Jesus take the wheel

[She’s hit by hard times in life, and as if that wasn’t enough, now she’s lost control of her car.  Like the frantic disciples, she runs for Jesus and breaks into the chorus…]
Jesus take the wheel

Take it from my hands
Cause I can't do this on my own

I'm letting go

So give me one more chance

To save me from this road I'm on

Jesus take the wheel
While we’d disagree with her theology, as well as her strategy for preventing car wrecks, Carrie Underwood gives us a fairly accurate picture of how we often see Jesus in our lives. According to her song, Jesus isn’t actively with us always and forgiving our sins until we throw our hands into the air and let go, giving Jesus the wheel in our lives.  According to the song, when life beats us down and brings us to our knees in desperation, Jesus will be there for us if we’ll just let go of our control and let him take the wheel.  He’ll be there for us in some sort of disconnected abstract way—in our thoughts and feelings—if we cry out for Jesus to come help us.  But, according to the song, Jesus isn’t really with us now.  If he was, why was she praying for him to come take the wheel?  If Jesus isn’t with us always (before, during, and after the storms of our life), then where is He in the meantime?  Didn’t He say, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age”?  So where is He?
Maybe he’s sleeping.  In the Gospel lesson from Mark, the boat was being tossed around, water was splashing in, the wind was howling, and the disciples were panicking. The disciples, many of them fishermen, knew that they were in serious danger and could die out there.  It was a deadly storm, and the disciples really didn’t know what to do.  By this point in the book of Mark, Jesus has done a ton of healings.  So if they were about to die, they knew Jesus could certainly come in handy.  So they frantically run to Jesus for whatever help he could give them.  But they found Him sleeping on the cushion!  Jesus was with them, but being totally useless.  Since He wasn’t saving the day in power, he was worthless to them.
The Devil and world would have us see Jesus in this way.  IF he exists, he’s not actively with us now, forgiving our sins and delivering us from evil.  He’s “out there” way off in the clouds.  He’s worthless to us until we’re in some problem or facing death.  John tells us that Jesus, the Word made flesh, was there in the beginning, at creation.  Through Him, all things were made.  Jesus as the Beginning and the End, the Alpha and Omega, is really awesome and grand, but that Jesus is not necessarily helpful to us now or with us now.  In fact, if Jesus is so powerful, why does he let storms come upon us?  When we want the storm-stopping of Jesus of power, we end up asking Him “Why?”  Why are you sleeping in the boat? Why aren’t you doing something now to end my suffering?  Why do you not care? Why?
 In today’s Old Testament reading from Job, the Lord answers Job’s desperate cries of “Why?”  Everything Job had was taken from him.  His children died, his wife died, his animals died, and his body now has painful diseases, so he asked the Lord, “Why?” The Lord’s answer shows Job how tiny and insignificant Job is compared to the powerful Lord who created all.  Job 38: “Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, "Who is this that darkens counsel By words without knowledge? …Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding,  Who set its measurements? Since you know. …who enclosed the sea … saying, 'Thus far you shall come, but no farther; And here shall your proud waves stop '?”  
This God who created all things seems so impersonal.  He has infinite power, He has no beginning, end, or sin, and He speaks things into creation.  He’s so great, and we’re so small.  He’s the God who’s in control. He doesn’t need to give a reason for what He does, and He doesn’t have to explain himself to us or to Job.  And really, even if the Lord gave some great explanation, would it make Job hurt any less?  The perfect explanation wouldn’t change the fact that his wife and family were dead.
The comfort for Job throughout all of his pain and suffering is not that God is huge and powerful, but his comfort is that the Lord was with him in his suffering.  In the Old Testament lesson for today, the Lord speaks to Job.  The Lord was present with Job when his family was still together, their health was great, and the family business was booming.  Now that it’s all gone, the Lord is still with him.  Instead of simply explaining himself to Job, He lets him know that He is with him, speaking to him and suffering with him.  

The disciples ran to Jesus for help in their time of trouble in the storm, but he was sleeping.  They even got frustrated with him. "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?"  The disciples wanted something from Jesus other than forgiveness.  They wanted the power-Jesus to stop the storm.  They saw him as a way to avoid pain and suffering, and a way to cheat death.  They turned to Jesus for his power over creation, but not for His forgiveness of sins.  So, after calming the violent storms of nature with a few words, Jesus responded to them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?"   
We often hear this reading from Mark, when Jesus shows his “power” over the seas, and we think that the most remarkable thing is that Jesus has power over creation.  But this really shouldn’t surprise us—all things were made through Him, so His power is nothing new.  God didn’t have to come into the flesh to have power.  The most remarkable thing is that this creator God, this Lord of heaven and earth, was sleeping and that He was in a boat.  The Lord who created bodies that require sleep shouldn’t need sleep Himself, and the Lord who created water and the wood for the boats shouldn’t need a boat.  

But this is just where we find Jesus, asleep in a boat.  God became a real man for us.  He didn’t need to become man to control the storm or heal diseases; that’s nothing fancy or new for God.  He had to become man to die for us.  The creator of life became a man do he could join us in our suffering and die for us.  He takes our flesh upon Himself and walks in our lives of storms of pain and suffering.  He’s in our same boat.  He’s not some impersonal, distant, disconnected “Force” of power, but He’s God with us.  Jesus, the Immanuel, became man, jumped into our boats, so that he could die for us.  Through this death, we have life and forgiveness.  And he’s still with us.

This was the only comfort for Job, the comfort for the disciples in the boat, and it continues to be the comfort for you, me, and our families.  Jesus is with us.  He put His Name on us in Baptism.  He gave us His Body and Blood so that his real bodily presence would be with us.  This presence doesn’t stop storms or miraculously heal diseases.  It forgives sins.  This is what the suffering Jesus is all about.  The disciples wanted the Jesus of storm-smashing, disease healing power, but Jesus rebuked them.  The Lord is with His people in their suffering, He forgives their sins, and He takes their shame upon Himself.  
The comfort for us and our families is that we never need to throw up our hands and desperately cry out for Jesus to take the wheel.  He’s already with us.  He’s with us when life is good and when the storms come.  He’s with us in the tough decisions we have to make in life and in all that we do.  He’s been baptized onto us, spoken into our ears, and fed into our mouths.  He’s not sleeping and he’s not far away.  He’s with us always, and always active, forgiving us and calling us His.  In the Name of Jesus.  Amen.
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