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Mark 8:27-9:1 

27 Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way He questioned His disciples, saying to them, "Who do people say that I am?" 28 They told Him, saying, "John the Baptist; and others say Elijah; but others, one of the prophets." 29 And He continued by questioning them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered and said to Him, "You are the Christ." 30 And He warned them to tell no one about Him. 31 And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And He was stating the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him.  33 But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." 34 And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 35 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? 37 "For what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."  1 And Jesus was saying to them, "Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power."

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.

How will our Lord have himself confessed?

Up to this point in the Gospel account, Jesus has already told a paralyzed man who had been let down through the roof right in front of him to stand up and walk; Jesus has already healed a man with a withered hand; he has cast demons out of people; he has already told a dead girl to get up, and she got up and began walking; he has already sent out his twelve Apostles into towns to cast out demons and preach repentance; he has already done all these things and more, and surely the whole countryside is talking about him, trying to figure it all out.  

And now, as he's traveling around Caesarea Philippi, he asks his disciples,


“Who do people say that I am?”

Some say John the Baptist.  Some say the prophet Elijah.  Some say one of the other prophets—maybe they were saying he was the new Moses, for just as Moses had brought food from Heaven to feed Israel in the wilderness, so Jesus has fed five thousand people on a mountainside, and just as Moses had led Israel across the Red Sea by parting the water, Jesus had walked on water.  Maybe some were saying he was the new Jeremiah, or one of the other prophets, but people were saying he was one of the prophets.

None of these answers will quite do.


“But who do you say I am,”

said Jesus.

Peter said, 


“You are the Christ.”

[Mark 8:30]

Well that's new.  

The title Christ has not shown up before in the Book of Mark.  The Book of Mark had started off with the introductory line:  


The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God,”

but since that introduction, the word Christ has not been used of him.  

Then, out of the blue, it seems, Peter says,


“You are the Christ.”

That stopped the line of questioning.  Peter had hit on something.  Not “You are the miracle worker, the healer,”; not, “You are the one casting out demons”; nor, “You are the one who walks on water, showing forth the awesome power of God,” but, “You are the Christ.”

To which Jesus says,


“Tell no one.”

Why?

We don't yet know what Christ means.  Oh, we know what the word means.  It means the Anointed One.  It refers to one anointed to carry out an office, like anointing a king or something.

We know what the word Christ means.  But we don't yet know what it means that Jesus is the Christ.

He's anointed, yes.  But anointed into what?

Until you know what he's anointed to be, what office he is placed in to fill—until you know that, Tell no one.

About a person, it's important to say the big thing about a person, to confess the point that matters, the critical point.  You can say a lot of things about a person, without actually saying the thing that matters, the critical thing, the defining point.

I can tell you some things about Brian Urlacher.  I can tell you that Brain Urlacher was a student at the University of New Mexico, and that he is over 6 feet tall, and that he weighs 260 pounds.  Those are all true things to say about Brian Urlacher.  But any football fan knows that though everything I have said is true, I haven't yet told you the critical thing about him, not until I've told you he plays for the Bears and he's one of the best linebackers ever.

Simon Cowell:  he's about 50 years old, he was born in England and now lives in America, and makes 50 million dollars a year.  But anyone watching TV can tell you that though all the data I've said about Simon Cowell is true, I haven't yet told you the critical thing about him, until I have said, You can't win on American Idol unless your singing can make Simon Cowell smile. 

About Jesus, you can say a lot of good and true things.  You can fill books with data; you can impress people with his miracles and his power.  But what is the one critical things that must be said, and if it's not said, then you don't have Jesus the Christ right?

Mark 8:29:

[And Jesus] questioned them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered and said to Him, "You are the Christ." 30 And He warned them to tell no one about Him. 31 And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And He was stating the matter plainly. 

That's the critical thing, the big thing, the one thing that matters, the thing that without which, you can say a lot of good, true things about Jesus, but you're not rightly confessing who he is.

He is the one has all might, who, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit, created all things, who has awesome power and control over all things, but while to say that is true, it is not yet confessing him.

He is the Christ, the One who wants to be known for his suffering.  Who wants to be known by the rejection he was given by the chief priests and scribes.  Who, in this world that so values strength and effectiveness and success, wants to be known by every sinner for being killed.  And for being raised up from the dead three days later.

And he wants to be knows by these things—his humiliation, his suffering and death, and then his resurrection—he wants to be known by these things as the Christ.  

As the Christ he willingly suffered; as the Christ he was judged and humiliated and put to death.  Not just as himself, but as the Christ.

To be a Christ means you're anointed—christed.  It means you've been publicly ordained and placed into an office.  It means that what you do, you do not for yourself, but for those in whose office your standing.  

For Jesus, it means that the humiliaiton, the suffering, the death, and the resurrection, he doesn't do it for himself, but for all those for whom he is standing in, for all those he has been christed for. 

Mark 8:29


"But who do you say that I am?" 

asks Jesus.

Peter answered, 


"You are the Christ." 

Peter is right, but he doesn't yet have it full.  So Jesus says, Tell no one.

Tell no one, not until you know what it means that he is the Christ.  And that's what Jesus fills in:

And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And He was stating the matter plainly. 

Along with Peter, we confess him as the Christ.   

Christ is not his Name, that's Jesus.  Christ is not what he is, his nature, his ontological being, that's God.  He is God, and his Name he is given when he comes to Earth and becomes also Man is Jesus.  Then comes Christ.  It is his office.  It is what he is given to do.  It is his Baptism into the sins of the world.  It is his goal, his terminus point of the cross, where he will suffer for all sinners, be humiliated by all sinners, and be killed bearing our sins that he was anointed into.

We call him the Christ.  In that title, we are making a confession of him.

We are confessing—when we look at our own sin, when we lament our own shame—we are confessing that he has stood in for us, suffered for us, died for us, and we are now cleansed before God because of what Jesus the Christ has done for us in his office.

When we look at our neighbors, maybe a neighbor suffering because of his own sin, maybe a neighbor afraid of what bad news the economy might bring to his family, maybe a young man struggling in his marriage, or a wife feeling forsaken—when we look at our neighbors, we are confessing that Jesus is the Christ for them, on their behalf, for their benefit, having stood in for them at the cross, and now standing in for them, interceding for them before his heavenly Father.

When we consider our loved ones, our families, we are confessing that there is one who stands in with us, with our loved ones—one who is with us not only in all our joy and our success, but also in our suffering, in our despair, in our shame and humiliaiton.  

For if there is anyone who knows how to be humiliated, how to be shamed, how to suffer, it is Jesus, our Christ.

Jesus is the Christ.  

Peter didn't know, though, what that meant.  He soon would.  Peter not only heard Jesus' words—that he would suffer and be humiliated and be killed and then be raised up from the dead—Peter not only heard those words, but he saw it.  He saw the spitting and the whipping . . . and the death.  And he saw Jesus, resurrected, walk in among the Apostles to send them out preaching and baptizing sinners into Jesus.

Peter learned to know what it means to confess that Jesus is the Christ.  And we learn it too.

It means to confess Jesus as the Son of Man, the one who stands in for all men, all people.  

It means to know that Jesus stands in for us, cleansing us with his own Body and Blood, once poured out on the cross, but now served out for the forgiveness of sins in the church, and that, standing in for us, he intercedes for us and our families to his Father in Heaven.  

It means that, belonging to Jesus, we now know that suffering does come to us, that shame is brought into our lives, but that, because we belong to Jesus, we may deny ourselves, and take up our cross and follow him.

For he is our Christ, the One anointed to be our Savior.  He knows our suffering and affliction even better than we do, and he is with us through all things.  For into that he was anointed, christed. 

We confess that he is our Christ, and we are his people.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.

MARK 8:27-9:1 
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