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Philippians 4:4–7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;  do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Luke 7:18–35

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John,  calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, 'Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?' “  In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight.  And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, b the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.  And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? f A reed shaken by the wind?  What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts.  What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is he of whom it is written,

“ 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.'

I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  

(When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John,  but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.) “To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like?  They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,

“ 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.'

For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.'  The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!'  Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
You have to give the Pharisees and the teachers of the law some credit: at least, on some level, they were honest.  Luke 7:29:

When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John,  but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.

You have to give these Pharisees some credit, because they were honest enough to say that what Jesus was giving, they didn’t want.  They could’ve tried to find a middle way, a way of saying that they didn’t agree with all that Jesus had to say, “But, Hey, not everything is always cut-and-dried, and we can go along with the spirit of what this Jesus is saying”—they could’ve tried to hedge their bet a little bit.

But there is something about Jesus, something about what he is saying, that allows no middle way, no hedging of bets.

What had the Pharisees and teachers of the Law heard from this Jesus that caused them to give a complete rejection, even while sinners and tax-collectors heard the same thing from Jesus, but with ears of joy?

From Jesus, the people, and the tax-collectors, and the Pharisees and teachers of the Law, had been referenced to John the Baptist.  John the Baptist had been baptizing people into the forgiveness of sins, giving them the gift from God of repentance.  John the Baptist had been turning people to Jesus.

The problem is, to be turned to Jesus is to be turned away from . . . yourself.

The Pharisees knew how to turn people to themselves, how to use the Law to have people looking at their own lives and trying to live their lives in such a way as to justify themselves.

John the Baptist left no room for any of that.  Nor will Jesus.

The Pharisees and teachers of the Law wanted to teach people how to live a holy life, how to justify themselves.  That’s what we see running through the Gospel accounts with the Pharisees with all their little laws about how to live righteously, and all their judgements spoken against sinners.

But when the people heard Jesus, the text tells us, and the tax-collectors heard him too, they declared God just, for they had been baptized with the Baptism of John.

That’s the crux.  The people declared God just.  You can’t have it both ways.  Either God is just, or the sinner is just.  But if the sinner declares himself to be just, then he is declaring God to be unjust.

So when Jesus came extolling the baptism given to the sinner by the prophet John, for the gift from God of repentance and the forgiveness of sins, the sinners rejoice, declaring God to be just.  This is what they understood: If God is just, then he is also the one who justifies, the one who is the justifier of all those who are unjust.

And at that, the Pharisees and teachers of the Law rejected the purpose of God for themselves.  For if the sinner is justified freely by God out of his grace, and if that justification is received and grabbed-onto by the sinner only and completely by the gift of faith, then the Pharisees and teachers of the Law can no longer terrorize people with the Law.

So they, as Luke tells us, rejected the purpose of God for themselves.

What did the Pharisees want?  To come before the Lord on their own terms.  Jesus—to Jesus, you come to him on his terms.  What are the terms of Jesus?  You come, invited by his voice, as a sinner, as a tax-collector; you come as a leper, as a glutton and drunkard, or you don’t come at all.

If you come with your own piety, your own good life, your own justification, you’re not invited.

The Pharisees and teachers of the Law wanted to come without that invitation.  They wanted to come on their terms, kind of like the Salahis showing up at the White House not according to invitation.  But you can’t pull a “Salahi” on Jesus.  It’s by invitation.  And the invitation goes out only to the gluttons, the drunkards, the tax-collectors, and the sinners.

If you’re not one of those, if you’re not totally emptied out of your own worthiness, don’t come.

This is a harsh word for the Pharisees, who are trained up in teaching people how to live purpose-filled lives.  You have to have something to hold up to God, something to claim some worthiness, even some worthiness over against others.

Not so with Jesus.  With Jesus, he doesn’t want your worthiness or your purpose-filled life; he wants your sins.  All of them.  That’s why he came.  The sins held onto, the sins lamented, the sins tearing you apart, your favorite little sins hidden away, your shame buried deep, he wants it.  

He was baptized into that, baptized in the Jordan by John the Baptist as the public announcement that he is the Son of Man come to take all sins of upon himself.

We have our sins.  That’s who we are, sinners.  That’s the Old Adam in us, the old man of sin.  We have our sins.  But Jesus takes them.  They’re his.  They don’t belong to us anymore, unless we insist on snatching them back from Jesus in some pharisaical attempt to justify ourselves according to our own purpose.

But that’s who Jesus is: he is the Son of Man, to whom belongs all the sin of all men; he is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; he is the One who eats with gluttons and drunkards and tax-collectors and sinners, but with no one who is too good to be found at that table.

He is God, just, and the justifier of all those who cannot justify themselves.

So our text says, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God.  The purpose of God is the forgiveness of sins.  The purpose of God is his own Son hanging on the cross, having taken all our sins to himself.  The purpose of God is that the sinner is beckoned, invited to stand before God with no worthiness of his own, but only with the knowledge, the faith, that God, in his kindness, is just, and the justifier of all those unable to justify themselves. The purpose of God is that we, rejoicing in the Lord, now stand before our neighbor, our fellowman, in the gentleness of Jesus, praying for our neighbor, interceding for our fellowman, that all would know the peace, the justification of God.  Philippians 4:4:
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;  do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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