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LUKE 1:1-4; 24:44-53
1:1  Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished among us,  2  just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word have handed them down to us,  3  it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus;  4 that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.
24:44  Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  45  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,  46  and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day;  47  and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48  You are witnesses of these things.  49  And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  50  And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them.  51  And it came about that while He was blessing them, He parted from them.  52  And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy,  53  and were continually in the temple, praising God.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
We know something about Luke.  Luke was, we know, not one of the twelve apostles.  He came along later.  Unlike Matthew or John who also wrote accounts of the Gospel, Luke had not actually seen Jesus in the flesh.  Luke came into the Church after Jesus had ascended to Heaven.  And yet, though Luke had not seen Jesus as had Matthew and John, he had not been there to witness Jesus’ miracles, nor Jesus’ trial and crucifixion—yet, Luke had faith in this Jesus.

How is it that the Holy Spirit worked the gift of faith in this man Luke?

In our Gospel text this morning, St. Luke writes to us that those who were eyewitnesses and servants of the word gave over the proclamation of Jesus to him, witnesses such as Peter and Matthew and John and James, and the rest of the Apostles.  Luke was a careful man, trained up as a doctor, taking pains to write down an accurate account.  So, in Scripture we are given these human witnesses of the cross and the resurrection, these apostolic witnesses.

Our Lord tells us not to listen to just one witness.  Deuteronomy 19:15 speaks of how “upon the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.”  One witness is not enough.  Two or three must be heard and must be in agreement with each other.  Our Lord has given us two or three, even four or five or six.  There are the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Then there is the witness of Peter, given in his letters, and of Jude, in his letter.  Add to that the witness of all the prophets who foretold of the cross even beforehand.  The Lord has given us this, witnesses to the same Gospel, but in different human voices, so that, as Luke says, “we may know the certainty of those things in which we have been instructed.”

This distinguishes the writings of Luke and of the other writers of Holy Scripture, from the writing of the false prophets.  There will be lying prophets, our Lord tells us.  So we have the Book of Mormon, written by a guy named Joseph Smith.  But where are the two or three witnesses?  It Joseph Smith’s book, and no one else’s.  We have a book written by a guy named Mohammed, the Koran.  But where are the two or three witnesses?  It’s Mohammed’s book, and no one else’s.  When Joseph Smith supposedly dug up those gold tablets, who else saw it, any witnesses?  When Mohammed supposedly received his revelations, who else saw this?  Why did no other prophets not speak the same?

But when Moses went up the mountain, seventy appointed elders of Israel saw what happened.  And when Jesus went to the cross to save sinners, and then three days later rose from the dead, the Apostles, plus his own mother, plus other women, plus other disciples, and some soldiers, saw it all.  And they spoke it, and proclaimed it, and some wrote it down, for the church, for us—so that we may know the certainty of those things in which we have been instructed.

That’s the gift of faith worked by the Holy Spirit, in us, in our families, as also some 2,000 years ago in a doctor named Luke. 

We can see slipping in here the deceitful hand of Satan.  Satan is at war against our faith.

Luke received the word of the Gospel from those who were eyewitnesses before him—men such as Peter and Matthew, and the other Apostles—they handed it over to Luke.  Then Luke writes that word of Gospel down in an orderly account so that Theophilus and those who follow, such as us and our children, would have this precious word of Gospel.  As Luke puts it:

it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus;  that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.
[Luke 1:4]

The certainty, the sureness, of this word of Gospel is critical to Luke.  And here is where we see slipping in the deceitful hand of Satan.  Is the Word of God sure and certain for us?  Can our faith cling to this word with all certainty?

Satan is at war against our faith.  If Satan can bring in some uncertainty, if he can introduce some doubt or questioning of this Word of God, then Satan has placed our faith on a shaky foundation.


We’ve all heard someone say something like this about the Bible,  “It depends on how you interpret it.”  We’ve all heard a conversation where the subject matter is the Church, or what the Lord’s Church teaches, and the conclusion to the conversation will be that the reason there are so many different denominations is because there are so many different interpretations of Scripture.

True?  Is it possible for there to be different interpretations of the Lord’s Word?  Because, if it is possible for there to be different interpretations of the Lord’s Word, then our faith, which clings to the Word of the Lord, is based on something uncertain, on a shaky foundation.  So let’s test that assumption that there are different interpretations of the Lord’s Word.  Let’s test it against an unrelated example.  Let’s say that I told you that yesterday for supper I ate a hamburger.

Now, let’s go to that group of people conversing about how everything in the Lord’s Church depends upon interpretation, and ask them what I ate for supper.  One person would say, 

“When he said he ate a hamburger, what that statement meant is that he ate squash because in some cultures people like to eat hamburgers along with squash.”

Another would say, 

“When he said he ate a hamburger, what that statement meant is that he didn’t actually eat a hamburger, but he thought about eating a hamburger, so he kinda ate a hamburger spiritually, while he was actually eating Tofu, if you know what I mean.”

And another would say,  

“When he said he ate a hamburger, what’s important is not whether or not he ate a hamburger, but the real message is that he didn’t run over a hamburger with his car.”

Three different interpretations of eating a hamburger.  Can it be?

Now let’s return to the matter of the Lord’s Word.  In talking about Scripture, one may say that it depends on how you interpret it.  So we test that.  The Scriptures say, 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
[John 3:16]

How many different ways can we interpret that?  Can it mean that God does not love the world?   Or that God did not send His Son?

Let Satan whisper that word interpretation all he wants—in the end, we are not given to interpret Scripture, but to hear it, to hold it to our heart, to delight in, and to rejoice in its certainty.

So our Lord’s word to us: 

“Drink from it, all of you.  For this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
[Matthew 26:28]

Who can interpret that?  Can the phrase, “this is My Blood,” mean, “this is not my blood, but only symbolizes my blood”? 

Can “shed for the forgiveness of sins” possibly mean “this is not for the forgiveness of your sins”?  

How did our Lord ever give us to interpret this?   We are left with the Lord’s word.  It is His blood, it forgives your sins.  His word stands.  The church doesn’t  interpret it.  We hear it, we learn it, we receive it, we rejoice in it.


But we still wake up each morning in our sinful flesh.  By our sinful reason, we will try to position ourselves over the Lord’s word as if we are judges of it, as if we must decide what His word means to us to make it relevant, as if nothing is certain, and it’s all up for interpretation.  Satan will bring uncertainty by tempting us to doubt if the Lord’s Word can truly be understood, can truly mean what it says.  But is the Gospel up for grabs?

We don’t interpret it, we hear it.  We don’t try to make it fit our expectations; we receive it—a gift from our Lord.  And we don’t have to make arguments for it; we proclaim it.


Satan is at war against our faith, and so is our own sinful reason.  But against the uncertainty Satan brings, and against the doubt resident in our own sinful reason, there stands a clear Word.  A sure and certain word—the Word of Gospel, the word Luke said he wrote down so 

that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.
[Luke 1:4]

And that is where we see our Lord at work.  For our Lord never leaves us and our families in any uncertainty.  By the mouth of the Apostles, our Lord gave to Luke the words to write down.  By His Holy Spirit, Luke’s words are the inspired words, the holy words breathed out by God.  And they are the words, along with the other words of Holy Scripture, to give us certainty.  They are the words open not to interpretation, but to hearing.  They are the words telling us of the Son of God born of Mary to take away the sin of the world—and how can you misinterpret that?  They are the words telling us of a holy Name, the Name of Jesus, given among men by which all men are to be saved—and you can’t misinterpret that Name—there is no other Name given among men.

They are the words telling us of the gift of Baptism by which that holy Name is put on us and our children, telling us of the Lord who dwells with His people according to His Name, and who will never depart His Name—and you can’t get that wrong.

The words telling of a Lord who comes among His people and dwells with them, saying 

“this is My Body, this is My Blood, for the forgiveness of your sins,”

—and no sinner dare misinterpret that.

In the end, what we are left with is a Lord who came into our world of sin and gave His holy Blood on the cross to atone for our sins, and now gives that same holy Blood on the Altar to give that atonement to us, so that our sins are forgiven, our lives ransomed to belong to God, and our faith given to hold securely to the Lord’s word of salvation and eternal life.

In the end, we are left with that in all certainty because it is all to us according to the Lord’s Word—his gift to us and our families.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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