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1 John 1:1—2:2
1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

John 20:19–31
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,  “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,  “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,  “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,  “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas,  “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him,  “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
We want to do something, we want to have an effect, we want to be able to take a situation that is bad, or to be able to respond to a person looking for relief, or looking for a way out of something, we want to be able to be with that person and to actually help in their pain—to be able to say something that really makes a difference.  Not to say something that just seems to paper over a serious problem, or just seems to spit out some acceptable platitude, but to say something, that, by our own words, the situation is improved, is actually changed, that by what we say, the words out of our mouth, the friend we’re speaking with is actually helped, or relieved, better off than before we spoke.

Otherwise, our words just seem empty.


A quick story:  In the 1950's, in the wall of a garage at a home outside Lubbock, Texas, a little cricket chirped away.   The cricket’s life was unremarkable, he had never done anything impressive, he just chirped away.

Also in the little garage, 3 young men were practicing, recording some of their music, forming up a band.  That chirping of the cricket—the three young men noticed that little noise; it caused a problem in their recording.  Later, needing a name for their band, the leader of the band, a young man named Buddy, remembering that little bug in the wall, said they would call themselves the Crickets.

Later, on the other side of the globe, in Liverpool, England, in the 1960's, four young men listened intently to the music of Buddy Holly and the Crickets, learning this new Rock-and-Roll, and when they were forming up a band, they, too, needed a name.  Idolizing the Crickets, they, too, named their band after a bug, and in the 1960's, the Beatles hit the shores of America, ushering in the era of British rock.

If the movie is to be believed, there was a little cricket in the wall of a little garage outside of Lubbock:  if it hadn’t been for his chirping, chirping that didn’t seem extraordinary, that wasn’t heard even in the next town, chirping that was heard by only three young men trying to start a band—if it hadn’t been for that little sound of chirping, we would never have had the Beatles, and our world today might look far different.


In an unremarkable room outside Jerusalem, a room surely no bigger than a garage, a room shut-tight with locked doors, ten frightened men huddled—frightened for they had seen what the world had done to their Lord on the cross, for as yet they still did not understand what the Scriptures said, that he must rise up from the dead, and into that room

Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,  “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,  “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,  “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

[John 20:23]

Words spoken in a small room to ten men.

Words not heard outside the walls of that room.

Words not registering at all as anything remarkable to the ears of the world, which had no idea what was going on in that room.

Words that would seem no more remarkable, no more impacting than if a little cricket had chirped in the wall.

But these were words out of the mouth of Jesus.  Words spoken by the Son of God—the crucified, now resurrected Son of God.  Words that were spoken in a little confined room here on Earth, but heard also in Heaven, for the words the Son of God speaks here on Earth, he speaks also before the face of his Father in Heaven.

So these are words that, although they seemed not impressive to the world, even seeming to be empty words, words with no effect—these are words that had the impact of life and death.  

“Receive the Holy Spirit,”

he said.  And with those words, the Holy Spirit, from the Son of God, is breathed into ten frightened men.

“As you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven,”

and with those words the Apostles were given to know that they are clean, they are forgiven, and their mouths will now be sent out into the world to speak these words of forgiveness to every sinner.

When they speak these words of forgiveness, when they proclaim this Gospel, when they release sins and cleanse guilt and cover shame by speaking these simple words, the words they speak will not sound impressive or remarkable to the world.  They will sound more like empty words spoken by men who can’t figure out what else to say, like some sort of cliche common in the church—they will sound, perhaps, no more remarkable than the chirping of a cricket in the wall.

But Jesus says,

“As you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven.”

Sins forgiven.  Life, resurrected life, bestowed.  The Holy Spirit breathed in.  A life of a sinner cleansed and taken up into the life of the resurrected One, Jesus Christ.


“As you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven.”

With those words the Apostles go out and gather sinners to the Name of the Lord.  With those words the church is built up, the Lord’s people are called to his crucified and now resurrected body and blood.  With those words families are bound together in forgiveness, husbands and wives are reconciled in peace, and the Lord’s people are sent out into the world, into our vocations and jobs, before our friends and neighbors—we are sent out into the world with a word on our mouth.

We hear the Word in the Lord’s gift of Absolution, then it goes out, through us, into the world.

It is the word of Gospel, the word of sins forgiven, the word that, though it hardly seems impressive in the hearing of the world—it doesn’t beckon strong armies to battle, it doesn’t build up great civilizations, it doesn’t tell one man how to control another, it doesn’t even tell me what kind of car I should buy, but though this word hardly seems impressive to the hearing of our world, no more impressive than, say, the chirp of a cricket in the wall, it is a word from the mouth of Jesus, the Son of God.  It is a word spoken to ten frightened men in a small room, that has now burst out of that room, out of Jerusalem, out of one hemisphere to the next, and out of that generation to the next, as the Apostles gave that word to the church, and that word now comes to us and to our families.

We have heard words from Heaven, spoken by the Son of God—words bestowed upon the church through the Apostles, proclaimed in the church by the Gospel, words cleansing us and bringing us into the resurrection.


But having heard these words spoken from the mouth of the Son of God in Heaven, we are still on Earth.  Waiting for our Lord Jesus to come again to judge the living and the dead, we are still on Earth.  

We want to do something, we want to have an effect, we want to be able to take a situation that is bad, or to be able to respond to a person looking for relief, or looking for a way out of something, we want to be able to be with the person and to actually help in their pain—to be able to say something that really makes a difference.  Not to say something that just seems to spit out some acceptable platitude, but to say something, that, by the words out of our own mouth, the situation is actually changed, that by what we say, by the words out of our mouth, the friend we’re speaking with is actually helped, or relieved, better off than before we spoke.

We have the words given to the Apostles.  

We are given to speak simple words, words seemingly unremarkable to our world, no more impressive to our world, maybe, the chirp of a cricket, but by the words our Lord gives us to speak—for they are not empty words—by the words our Lord gives us to speak, the sinner is actually released of all guilt, removed from all shame.  The friend despairing of life, looking for a shred of hope, the friend is now brought into the words of life.  The brother or sister in the faith looking for some relief, some ground of confidence, is once again made to stand on the solid ground of the Name bestowed in Baptism.  By these simple words given to us to speak, the Holy Spirit is breathed out, into all who hear the Gospel with ears of faith.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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