The Day of Pentecost
May 31, 2009
(The Confirmation of the Catechumens)
John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
26 "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me, 27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.
4 "But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. 5 "But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?' 6 "But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Jesus speaks of when he will be ascending to Heaven.  His work of redemption here on Earth, that will have been accomplished, completed.  He has already gathered his twelve Apostles, that they may be witnesses to all that he has done.  He has already gone around Galilee, making wine for the wedding feast, healing the lepers, giving sight to the blind, casting out demons, feeding the hungry, raising the dead, proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom of God, and accomplishing all these things, he will then be going to the cross, giving his life as the ransom for all sinners.

Then, raised up from the dead, he will ascend to his Father in Heaven.  But before he goes, he gives the promise that his people on Earth will not be alone: He will send the Helper.  Some translations give it as Helper, others give it as the Comforter or the Counselor, others as the Advocate.  All these translations are right.  It is a Greek word encompassing all those things: Your Comforter, your Counselor, your Helper, your Advocate, says Jesus:  
When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me, 27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.

[John 15:26]


When the Spirit comes, how will we know it?  What are we to expect?

The Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of me,

says Jesus.

When the Holy Spirit comes, when the Holy Spirit is in our lives, in our families, this is what we may expect: The testimony of Jesus.  The Gospel.  The proclamation of all sin forgiven.  The word of the sinner cleansed before God in Heaven.  The sinner removed from shame and honored, by a Word spoken in his ear.

When the Holy Spirit comes, this is what we may expect:  The Body and Blood of the New Testament to forgive sins:  the Body and Blood is given into the mouth of the sinner, and the Holy Spirit is there, testifying of Jesus.

The water of Baptism is poured over the head of baby, and the Name of God is put on that little sinner, and the demons flee, for the Holy Spirit is there, testifying of Jesus.

The Gospel is spoken in a family, forgiving sins of one against another, reconciling and bringing peace, and the Holy Spirit is there, for this is the testimony of Jesus.

When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, 
promises Jesus,

He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears, He will speak. 

[John 16:13]


Where the Gospel is spoken, where the Gospel is cleansing the sinner, where the Gospel is healing a family, there is the Holy Spirit, doing his work of testifying of Jesus.

The Gospel is that we belong to God not by any worthiness of our own, but only and completely by God’s grace.  And that is your confirmation verse, Alex, Ephesians 2:9:

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

The Gospel is that while we are in this world, and while we fear the enemies of the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh, at this place, into these lives of ours, the Holy Spirit, the Comforter is sent to us, testifying to us that we need to fear nothing, but are to fear only the Lord, and in fearing the Lord, we are then given to see that the God we fear is the One with nail prints in his hands as the price to ransom us.  And this fear of the Lord is the fount, the origin of the wisdom of salvation unto life, the knowledge of the Holy One, our Lord Jesus Christ.  And that, Anna, is your confirmation verse, Proverbs 9:10:

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

It is he, the Holy One, who came for the unholy ones, to sanctify them, to make them holy, even as he is holy.  For that, the Holy One, Christ Jesus, sends forth the Holy Spirit with the gift of Baptism, so that all those baptized into him are cleansed of all sin and given a good conscience before God the Father.  And that, Calvin, is your verse, 1 Peter 3:22:

Baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, having gone into Heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.

By this bestowal of the holy Name in Baptism, by this gift of the Holy Spirit sent forth from Jesus, the sinner is gathered into the people of God, we are brought into the communion of the church, God’s holy nation, we are called out of the darkness of sin and guilt and into the marvelous light of the Gospel.  And that, Lucas, is your verse, 1 Peter 2:9:

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God.

And because we are now cleansed in Baptism and declared to be the people of God by grace, we are given to know something about our lives—our daily, common, mundane lives.  These lives belong to God.  In all their strength, all their weakness, in all the exciting stuff, all the boring stuff, these lives belong to God.  And he takes care of these lives.  With food and drink, with house and home, with all the things we take for granted.  With the seemingly common, daily things of a man married to a wife, of family, of workplace and neighbor, of school and government and all the rest, with all of these things of the created order, we belong wholly to God, and these things of the created order are received from him as gifts.  For everything God has created is good, we receive it all with thanks, and everything in our families and marriages and friendships and service to neighbor, it is all made holy before our God by means of the Gospel and prayer to him.  And that, Katherine, is your verse, 1 Timothy 4:5:

For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude; for it is sanctified [is made holy] by means of the word of God and prayer.

Confirmands, it won’t always seem easy.  In this world of temptation and sin and fear and death, how will you fight the good fight and do the good work and remain faithful?  How will you keep yourself in the Name of Jesus?

If your eyes are on how you will do this, you will have already lost.  For that is our sin, to depend upon ourselves.

Jesus turns our eyes away from ourselves and to him.  He keeps us in his Name as he intercedes to his Father for us.  His Father hears the intercession of his Son, always hears his Son’s intercession, lovingly hears his Son’s intercession, and in answer to his Son’s pleading, the Father sends forth the Holy Spirit, who brings to us the Word and the Sacraments, which cleanse us and keep us in the holy Name.  And that intercession of the Son of God, Alex, is your verse, John 17:11:

Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.

The Son of God keeps us in the holy Name because he loves us and has promised to never let us go.  We are his.  We are his because his Father gave us to him as a gift, that he might ransom us with his own blood, cleansing us of all sin.  There is no greater comfort than that the Father has given his Son authority over us, for the Son’s authority in both Heaven and on Earth is the authority to forgive sins.  Stephan, your verse is John 17:3:

[Jesus said, “Father,] You gave [your Son] authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.  This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

That is the Gospel, that Jesus Christ is our Lord, the cornerstone for every sinner.  He has sent forth his Word, bequeathing to his people the words of the prophets and the Apostles, declaring us to be no longer aliens and strangers to God his Father, but to be fellow citizens with all those who belong to him, all by the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is sent forth from the Father and the Son, to testify to us of Jesus; the Holy Spirit, sent forth to keep us steadfast in the Word of Gospel, and to bring us to the Table of the food of life, the Body and Blood of the Son of God for the forgiveness of our sin, making us members of the household of God.  Micaiah, your verse, Ephesians 2:19: 

You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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