The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2009

Acts 10:34–48
1 John 5:1–8
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.

John 15:9–17
9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you will love one another.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
It’s all about love, it seems.  We have too much hatred in our world, too little love.

All you need is love,

the Beatles told us,

Love is all you need.

But what does that mean?  What is this love?  A feeling, an emotion, a substance?  And if it’s all you need, how do you get it?

Linda Ronstadt told us you can’t really get it.  

Love is a rose, but you better not pick it,

she sang,

it only grows when it’s on the vine.

So what is this love that is all you need, everyone wants, but you can’t pick it?


No one, it seems, says the world has too much love, we need less of it.

Everyone concedes that love is good, and we need more.

It doesn’t take much looking around, in our world, to see the poor, in our neighborhoods, to see acts of aggression, in our families and in our own lives, to see the brokeness and the desire for control over others—it doesn’t take much looking around to see the absence of love.

And our politicians are smart enough to pick-up on this.  Acts of love are needed.  We need more ways to help those who are hurting, we need more programs.  So, says the politician, we will ask the rich to contribute a little more, we will ask everyone to contribute a little more.

Contribute, that’s an interesting word—that’s word of gift, of willing benefit, a word of love.

But, of course, that’s not quite what the politician actually means.  Asking someone to contribute doesn’t mean a contribution at all.  It means the coercion of the law, it means if you don’t give over the money, the full power of the government will be used to extract the money from you.

That’s not love.  Love comes never by coercion, never by force, and these are hardly acts of love, but of political power.


Yet everyone concedes that love is good, and we need more of it.

If the politicians’s coerced acts of love end up being a false love, nothing more that acts of the force of law, then what is true love?


1 John 4:8:

He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
God is love.  But that still leaves us wrestling with what, actually, is love.

God is love.  Here is the strange thing about God being love.

God is not love in the abstract.  God is not love because he has some substance of love in and of himself, because he possesses an emotion of love.

We will know of God as love only as he is loving somebody.  

There is no such thing as love in the abstract, as love as an idea or concept, as love that resides in itself.  Love is never by itself, never self-focused or self-contained.

Love has an object, a target.  Love is love as someone is being loved. 

God is love as he loves his Son.  He loves his Son by giving him gifts, by being Father to him.

The Son loves the Father as he is receiving these gifts.  The Son knows the Father’s love as he hears the commandments the Father gives to him as gift, and he remains in those commandments:

I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.

[John 15:10]

Here this word commandments is a wonderful word of that which is given, of that which is authorized to a person, a word defining how a person is taken up into the Father’s life and is now his instrument of love to love others, even as the Father loves him.

That word commandment is a wonderful word, authorizing the person given the commandment to be the honored instrument of the person giving the commandment.  Commandment only becomes a terrible word, a word of Law, a word demanding submission, when we are sinners.  For as sinners we hear the word of commandment, and in our sin, in our self-sufficiency, we no longer hear the gifts being given out, no longer hear the voice of love, but we hear the voiced of demand and coercion and condemnation.


But Jesus did not sin.

Hearing his Father’s commandments, he hears his Father bestowing gifts, giving him all authority in Heaven and on Earth to forgive sins, setting him as a gift of love to all those who the Father loves, a gift of love to every sinner, to you and me and our families.


God is love.  He is love as he loves his Son and gives him gifts.

Now the Father is love to us:  For God so loved the world that he sent his only-begotten Son.

Jesus is of his Father’s love.  He hears his Father’s commandments, and he abides in his Father’s love.

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10As you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.

[John 15:9]


Keeping his Father’s commandments, being the One of love, that’s what sent Jesus to the cross.  He did it out of his Father’s love, out of his own love, for us:

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Abide in my love.
We are now the people of the Father’s love.    We are purchased by the blood of his Son, Jesus.  We are cleansed of all our acts of non-love.  

We are taken up into the life of Jesus’ love, so that as the Father loves him, so he loves us.  As he receives gifts from his Father, so we receive gifts from him.  As he rejoices in his Father’s commandments to love others, so we rejoice in belonging to this life of being made servants to our neighbors, loving them as we are loved.


All you need is love.
Yes, but not love in the abstract, not love as just a feeling, not love and peace as a bumper sticker, and never love that is coerced or demanded by force of law.

Love is always toward another.  Love is always freely given, a renunciation of self in order to be servant to another.  Love sees the pain, the sickness, and does not run away, for its target is the one who needs love.  Love sees the one living in despair, the one lonely for friends, and does not run away, for love has as its target the one who needs love.

Love is not above things, refusing to come down into the mire, it does not live in denial.  Love sees the violence, and does not run away, sees the war, and does not act like it can all be avoided or denied, love sees the mother with baby, and knows that these lives are there to be served and to be protected from those who bring violence; love sees our sinful world, and love is there.  

Jesus coming up to the leper and touching him, this is love.  Jesus dying for the sinner, this is love.  We hearing his forgiveness, this is the receiving of love.

Abide in my love, 

says Jesus.

How can we do any other, for we need his cleansing.  We need the touch of his Body and Blood to our bodies.  We need his word of compassion into our ears—Abide in me, says Jesus.

And now, says Jesus,

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  

This is the great gift, that he draws us into his life of love, that he places us as his servants to others, even as he is servant to us, that he gives us others to love them, even as the Father gave to him us.

And where we fall short of his wonderful commandment to us, where we fail to love our neighbor, where we find ourselves loving ourselves, as if self-love is anything other than the despising of others, where we find ourselves trying to coerce others into doing what we demand, and acting as if that would be an act of love—where we fall short of his wonderful  commandment to be the people of his love, there we are turned back to him, we hear his word, we abide in him, for he is love, he loves us, and his love is the cleansing of all our sin.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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