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Isaiah 50:4–10

4
The Lord God has given me

  the tongue of those who are taught,

that I may know how to sustain with a word

  him who is weary.

Morning by morning he awakens;

  he awakens my ear

  to hear as those who are taught.

5
The Lord God has opened my ear,

  and I was not rebellious;

  I turned not backward.

6
I gave my back to those who strike,

  and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;

I hid not my face

  from disgrace and spitting.
7
But the Lord God helps me;

  therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like a flint,

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame.

8
  He who vindicates me is near.

Who will contend with me?

  Let us stand up together.

Who is my adversary?

  Let him come near to me.

9
Behold, the Lord God helps me;

  who will declare me guilty?

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment;

  the moth will eat them up.

10
Who among you fears the Lord
  and obeys the voice of his servant?

Let him who walks in darkness

  and has no light

trust in the name of the Lord
  and rely on his God.

Mark 9:14–29

14When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to [Jesus] and greeted him. 16And he asked them,  “What are you arguing about with them?” 17And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19And he answered them,  “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father,  “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23And Jesus said to him,  “If you can! All things are possible for one who believes.” 24Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it,  “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them,  “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
A quick biographical note about Isaiah.  He was a prophet of the Lord who lived about 700 years before the Son of God came in the flesh to save sinners.  Isaiah prophesied at a time when the Lord was pronouncing upon Jerusalem doom for her sin of false worship—of worshiping along with the pagans and bringing her children up in the prevailing wisdom of the world.

Jerusalem would be taken into exile, proclaimed Isaiah, by a foreign king, to a foreign land.  There she would painfully remember the blessings of the Lord’s house that she had treated so cheaply while she had still been back in Jerusalem.

But after this harsh pronouncement, Isaiah then proclaimed the Gospel: The Lord would not forget his people, he would be with them in his Word, and he would restore the kingdom of the throne of David, in order to save his people.

Isaiah spoke this some 700 years before the Son of God came in the flesh to reign upon the throne of David by dying on the cross.  That’s a little biographical data about Isaiah.


Isaiah was a great prophet of the Gospel, a great evangelist.  And in today’s reading, we get to see how Isaiah does evangelism.  

It’s a tough question, really, How do you do evangelism?  We are the church, the new Israel, the people of God called out of darkness, out of the kingdom of the demons, and into his marvelous light, into the kingdom of grace, of sins forgiven.

As the church, as his people, how are we to do evangelism?

Buy some billboards?  Put bold lettering on them, letting Albuquerque know that now is the time, and you better listen to the word of the Lord and show up to church.  Maybe even put a picture of your pastor on the billboards, with a smiling face, and a nice suntan, but only if your pastor is good looking.

Media time?  Buy some time on the radio and T.V., do some advertising, let everyone know that your church is the hot place to be.

Set up seminars and training events to give people the right methodology to sell their neighbors on the church.  Train people how to ask just the right questions and make just the right assertions, so that when they talk to their neighbor, the neighbor won’t have any choice but to acquiesce.  It works for selling condos and time-shares, it should work for the church, too.

And come up with a slogan, a pithy phrase that everyone can remember and repeat to others.  The whole world will see the marketing program, will see the church in all her marketing glory, and what American can possibly say “no” to that?

Do all this, call it evangelism, and the church should grow.

We can learn all this and more from our culture.


What can we learn from Isaiah?

Isaiah 50:4:

4
The Lord God has given me

  the tongue of those who are taught,

that I may know how to sustain with a word

  him who is weary.

Morning by morning he awakens;

  he awakens my ear

  to hear as those who are taught.

5
The Lord God has opened my ear,

  and I was not rebellious;

  I turned not backward.

6
I gave my back to those who strike,

  and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;

I hid not my face

  from disgrace and spitting.
Isaiah doesn’t try to impress, he only knows to speak the words the Lord has given him:
The Lord God has given me

  the tongue of those who are taught.
Isaiah doesn’t try to take over the world, as if evangelism is some sort of world-shaking movement, rather, he speaks gently to the one who is weary:

The Lord God has given me

  the tongue of those who are taught,

that I may know how to sustain 

with a word him who is weary.
And after we see how Isaiah speaks only the Word taught him by the Lord, the Word of the Gospel, of all sins forgiven, and after we see how Isaiah has been sent to sustain those who are beat down and weary, then we get to see how Isaiah does it.

What will it look like when Isaiah the prophet is doing his job of proclaiming sins forgiven, his job of evangelism?  

This is what it looks like, Isaiah 50:6:

I gave my back to those who strike,

  and my cheeks to those 

who pull out the beard;

I hid not my face

  from disgrace and spitting.
That’s what evangelism looks like for Isaiah: a man struck by his neighbors, slapped in the face, disgraced, and spit upon.


Another quick biographical note about Isaiah.  There is a verse in the New Testament that says this of the prophets:

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.

[Hebrews 11:37]

There is a tradition in the church that says that while he was hiding in a tree the prophet Isaiah was sawn in half by the men of evil King Manasseh, and that this verse in Hebrews is referring to that:  

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. 
Of the Old Testament prophets, Isaiah is surely the most quoted in the New Testament and in the church today, for he so clearly preached the Gospel of the atoning sacrifice that takes away the sin of the world.  All we have to do is read Isaiah 53 to see what a great evangelist Isaiah is.

But what will it look like when Isaiah is doing evangelism?  It will look like a man getting cut in half in a tree.  It will look like this:

I gave my back to those who strike,

  and my cheeks to those 

who pull out the beard;

I hid not my face

  from disgrace and spitting.

[Isaiah 50:6]


And so we consider our evangelism.  Evangelism means, proclaiming the Gospel—nothing more, nothing less: proclaiming the Gospel.

We will be tempted to proclaim the Gospel in the ways of this world, to proclaim the Gospel from a position of strength, setting ourselves before our neighbors as those who are over them, who are better than them.

But the Gospel comes only in weakness.

Only in weakness: the weakness of Isaiah hiding in a tree, chased down by the king’s men; the weakness of Jesus, the Son of God, hanging from the cross, dying, yet saying, “Father, forgive them”; the weakness of you and me, in all our own weaknesses, our own lowliness, standing before our neighbor to speak a word of kindness, not to impress, but to heal, and build-up, and sustain those who are weak.

Our neighbor won’t be expecting that.  Our neighbor will expect the church to speak in the way of the world, the way of strength and success and great movements, the way of refusing to be seen in weakness.  But when we speak like that, we’re not the church.

Isaiah was known for his weakness, for giving his back to those who strike, for being spat upon, but from the voice of Isaiah came the Word of the Lord, a word to sustain the weary, a Word forgiving sin, covering shame, and putting the demons to flight—the Word of Gospel.

Jesus, the One who spoke by Isaiah 700 years before he, himself, came in the flesh—Jesus is known for his weakness, for giving his back to those who strike, for being spat upon, for willingly giving himself to the death of the cross, but from the voice of Jesus is the Word, the Gospel, sustaining the weary, forgiving all sin, covering our shame, causing the demons to flee.


Maybe we’re not expecting that.  Our neighbor may not be expecting that.  But we are given to speak as those who are taught, that we may know how sustain with a Word him who is weary.

The Word that sustains, and cleanses, and gives life, and causes the demons to flee, is the Word of Gospel, the Word of all sins forgiven.

We know this.  We are taught this.  For it is the same Word that sustains us, cleanses us, covers our shame, rescues us from the demons and delivers us into the kingdom of light—the Word of Gospel, the Word of all sins forgiven.

For where sins are forgiven, there is life and salvation.  Where sins are forgiven, the demons no longer have any accusation to hold against us.  Where sins are forgiven, the sinner now stands before the face of God in honor, and is sustained unto life everlasting.

We know this Word of Gospel.  We hear it every week in the Absolution of our sins.  We hear it each week in the words of the Sacrament: My Body, my Blood, for the forgiveness of your sins.  We hear it as we gather with our families to pray and we turn to the word of Scripture.  We hear it as a husband forgives his wife, and she forgives him, as parents speak kindly and with grace to their children.  We hear it, and it beckons and invites us once again and always to our Lord’s Name.

In hearing the Word of forgiveness, we are taught it. It’s the Gospel, it’s evangelism.  And from our voice, our neighbor hears the Word of kindness and grace and beckoned to the gifts, is invited to the Lord’s Name.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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