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November 15, 2009

Daniel 12:1–3; Mark 13:1–13

Hebrews 10:11–25

11Every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

15And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,

16
“This is the covenant that I will make with them

  after those days, declares the Lord:

I will put my laws on their hearts,

  and write them on their minds,”

17then he adds,

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”

18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Our reading from the letter to the Hebrews gives us a wonderful description of the daily Christian life.  What does the life, the every day life, as we wake up and do our stuff, and then go to bed—what does the daily life of the Christian actually look like?

We could even think of a contrast.  If you line up a Christian next to a non-Christian, and make a list of the things in their lives that are different, what would be different?  Different clothes?  Different hairstyles?  Different tastes in music?  How would the Christian life be distinguishable from the non-Christian life?


Our reading from the letter to the Hebrews describes for us the daily Christian life.

It starts with the Lord.  Hebrews 10:12:

12But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.
Our lives start with our Lord Jesus, who as the Christ of God made an offering for sin on the cross, his body and blood for the sin of every generation.

Having given the sacrifice of himself on the cross, he was then raised up from the dead, he ascended to Heaven, where it sits upon the Throne at the right hand of God the Father.

As he sits upon the Throne, though, his people dwell on Earth, in our daily lives:  lives marked with sin—our own sin; lives brought into the shame by the sins committed against us; lives being lived often in the midst of loneliness or despair or fear.  But they are lives being lived under the Throne of God, upon which sits Jesus, the Christ of God.

So in these lives there is a confidence, a freedom from despair, in knowing that whatever we see around us in this world, and whatever we ourselves are stained with, our life comes to us from Jesus, who sits over all things, upon the heavenly Throne, who has purchased us with his own blood.  

This is the confidence of knowing that all our enemies, whether the demons, or the world, or our own sinful flesh—all our enemies, will be brought to the dust and put under the feet of our Lord Jesus:

12But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.

But our daily lives: How do we understand our daily lives, as we wake up, as we do our stuff each day, as we go to bed—how do we understand our daily lives as belonging to Jesus in all this?

As our Lord Christ Jesus is stationed upon the Throne, he sends forth to us his Holy Spirit.  While we are in this world tormented by the demons—by their temptations, by the lies, by their work to bring not only our families but our neighbors also into their little world of crushing people with fear, of controlling people, of holding onto sins, covering with shame—while we are in this world tormented by the demons, there is sent into our midst, into our homes and families, sent into our own lives and hearts, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of grace and life who sends the demons fleeing.

Jesus upon the Throne has his word proclaimed, has his Gospel spoken and brought into our lives, and in his Word, personally bound to his Gospel of all sins forgiven, is . . . the Holy Spirit.


You don’t see spirits.  The demons, we can’t see.  We will know them by their work: we can hear a lie spoken to hurt, and know that the demons are there; we can see an action done to bring harm, and know that the demons are there; we can see someone suffering, even coming toward death, and seeing the fear and despair, we know that the demons are there.  We will know the demons by seeing the brokeness and the violence and the deceit and the arrogance of our world—the demons are made known by their work.

And you don’t see, also, the Holy Spirit.  How can we, he’s a Spirit.  But he is bound to his work.  We can hear a word of forgiveness, spoken to bring the reconciliation of the cross into a broken family, and know that the Holy Spirit is there—healing.  We can see the comfort of the Gospel brought to one who is hurting, and know that this is work brought by the Holy Spirit—sanctifying.  We can hear a word of the kindness of grace spoken to one who is lonely, one who is despairing, and know that the Holy Spirit is bound to the word of grace—consoling.  We can see Christians gathered around the Table to receive the Body and Blood that forgives sins and binds the church together, and know that with that Body and Blood of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is binding himself to the sinner who is drinking and eating as the Lord Jesus bids him to do—reconciling.  We don’t see the Holy Spirit.  But we do see the works, the gifts, the words, to which he has bound himself and by which he is making himself a gift to us, and we know, he is there.  

Hebrews 10:14:

By a single offering [Jesus] has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

15And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord:  I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,”

then he adds,

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
Where sins are remembered no more, there is the Holy Spirit.


So what does this Christian life, this life belonging to Jesus who sits upon the Throne, sanctified by the Holy Spirit bound to the Word—what does this Christian life look like?

Several months ago the magazine Rolling Stone ran an article on what Christians look like. Normally, you don’t go to the Rolling Stone to find out about Christians, but in the article, the author, Matthew Taibbi, signed himself up for a Christian camp, then he writes about what these Christians were like.

Matt Taibbi is not, of course, writing as a friend of the church.  Nevertheless, his insights are worth considering.  He writes a long description about how all the Christians on the bus are dressed, and their haircuts, etc.  They all dress the same, they all have the same type of haircuts, they are all being conformed to the same look and the same likes, and the same ways of speaking and acting.  To read the article, the Christian life is all about conforming to the accepted ways of doing things.

Mr. Taibbi may be overstating the case in his article.  Nevertheless, it is worth thinking about.  What does the Christian life look like; what does a Christian look like?

And if you were to line up a Christian next to a non-Christian, what would be different?  Different clothes?  Different hairstyles?  Different tastes in music?  How would the Christian life be distinguishable from the non-Christian life?


In the letter to the Hebrews, after describing our Lord to us, Jesus who was crucified and who now reigns upon the Throne, and after speaking of the Holy Spirit for us, the Spirit who bears witness to us, bring us the Gospel and sanctifying our lives with the Sacraments, the writer of Hebrews then goes on to speak of our lives.  Hebrews 10:19:

Brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another.
This is what marks our lives.  They are lives lived every day in the confidence that we have brought into the holy place by the blood of Jesus.

They are lives lived every day in the new and living way Jesus opens up to us by his flesh, His Body and Blood.

They are lives lived knowing that we have a great High Priest who intercedes for us at the heavenly Throne, wand who hears our every prayer.

They are lives lived with a clean conscience, for although we are still in our sinful flesh, and we daily sin much, our consciences and our bodies have been washed with the pure water of Holy Baptism.

Ours are lives lived holding tight to the confession of Christ Jesus, knowing that he has promised to be our Lord, and his promise is always faithful.

And they are lives lived for the benefit of one another, with the desire of building up one another in the Gospel, stirring up one another to love and do good works benefitting our neighbors, not neglecting to come together, all of us, to our Lord’s Word and Sacrament, and always, everyday, encouraging one another with the grace and freedom of our Lord Jesus Christ.


That’s how you know the Christian life.  It is not a life of conformity, not the life described by the article in the Rolling Stone, where all the Christians dress the same and get the acceptable haircuts, but it is life in a church where a Christian in Africa wears a bright colored flowing dress, while a Christian in Russia wears a fur hat, while a Christian in America buys his clothes some at, what, Wal Mart, others at Men’s Wearhouse?

It should cause us comfort to look at the church around the world and see a total lack of conformity, even to look down the pews here and see a lack of conformity.  

For while human groups can be known for the way they conform to each other, and while everyone knows what a good Muslim dresses like, even covering her face, and everyone knows what a good Mormon looks like as he rides by on his bike, and there is even an accepted dress code to be a cool kid in school, what is the accepted style of shirt for a Christian?  Nobody knows.

But a Christian is known by a Lord who died for those who wear the bright Hawaiian shorts and for those who wear the Levi jeans, for those who like the crew cut and for those who don’t get it cut quite so often, there will be all found with his Name on their head from Baptism, all these and more will be found gathered to his sanctifying blood of the Sacrament.  They are all his.  All of us, called, gathered, and enlightened by the Holy Spirit, living as those belonging to him who reigns upon the Throne:

brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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