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Pentecost 8B, Proper 12
Genesis 9:8-17  
The Flood of Life and Death

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  The text for the sermon this morning is from the Old Testament lesson just read from Genesis 9.  Here again the words of Moses:  Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying, “Now behold, I Myself establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; and with every living creature that is with you {…} all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth." {…} I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth."In the Name of Jesus, Amen.
For many of us, rainbows aren’t as significant as they once were for Noah.  After generations of brainwashing from Skittles commercials, Leprechauns with pots of gold, and Care-Bears, the Lord’s gift of the rainbow has become associated with plenty of things other than His covenant of life given in Genesis.  But that’s really not surprising.  World-wide floods aren’t the same serious threat to us anymore.  Sure, floods cause problems here and there, but at the first sign of a world-wide flood, we could easily jump into any cruise ship for 40 days and nights, partying until the waters subsided.  When we have the technology to be in space or in underwater laboratories for months at a time, the fear of a flood just isn’t that bothersome.  There’s often more fear generated by a few melting glaciers causing extra inches of water on California’s coast than there is fear of another world-wide flood.
In today’s reading from Genesis, there’s more going on than colorful water vapors in the sky.  In the Lord’s giving the Flood and in His gift of this covenant rainbow, the Lord is showing Noah and us what kind of Lord He is.  HE’S THE LORD WHO DESTROYS EVIL AND GIVES LIFE TO THE RIGHTEOUS.  

 For Noah, the Lord had just destroyed every breathing thing that he and his family knew.  The world was evil, so God destroyed it.   Genesis 6: “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  The LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them."  The whole world was evil, so the wrath of God wiped the evil from the Earth.  The holiness of God and the evil sinfulness of man never mix without something dying, so it was only a matter of time before God did away with evil.  The flood, while tragic and full of death, isn’t too surprising.  The bigger surprise is Noah.
We find in Genesis 8 that man’s heart is evil from youth, since man keeps passing down Adam’s death-giving sin.  Noah is no exception to this death-bound fate.  If he was, he’d still be alive today.  So why was Noah not destroyed in the flood for his sinfulness, too?  Was he not evil?  Genesis 7:1:   “Then the LORD said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you alone I have seen to be righteous before Me in this generation.”  
The Lord declared Noah righteous.  So which is it? ALL men are sinful with evil hearts from youth, or MOST men, with Noah being the exception.  Is Noah evil and sinful, or is he righteous and blameless?  The Lord calls him both.  The Lord who booted Adam and Eve from the Garden after they fell into sin immediately gave His fallen people His gift of sacrifice—making them righteous in the His eyes.  When holiness and wickedness come together, something has to die—so something did.  The Lord gave the sacrifice as gift, and Noah and his family were the only ones living from this gift.  So the Lord declared him righteous and gave him life.
If we put ourselves in Noah’s shoes after the Flood, he had to be pretty shaken up by all of this.  God had killed everything.  When you watch your brother get spanked by dad for the first time, you’re going to be extra careful not to make dad upset, so he doesn’t come after you next.  Noah must have been like a scared child, fearful that he could be the next to be destroyed.  So how does the Lord comfort him?  He gives him the rainbow as a gift—the sign that the Lord would never do this again, so Noah need not live in fear.   

Noah has been on both sides of this flood of life and death.  He saw the sinful world.  He even had all that death-giving sin himself before the flood.  But he floated to safety as the Flood brought death to the evil world.  THE FLOOD BROUGHT DEATH TO EVIL AND LIFE TO THE RIGHTEOUS. After the flood, Noah walked into a new world.  The Lord had destroyed evil and given His covenant that another flood of such magnitude would not come.  But Noah was still a sinner—as we quickly see only days after getting off the ark when he gets drunk with wine.  If Noah was a sinner, then why wasn’t he killed, too?  The Lord gave life to Noah and called him righteous, but Noah only made God look foolish as he lived like one who should have died.  Despite his sinfulness and the evil in his heart, the Lord did not destroy him, but continued to give him life and forgiveness through the sacrifices that the Lord kept giving.  

Noah lived in 2 worlds.  He was a sinful man, deserving the death given to all those around him, but he was declared righteous and blameless and given life by the Lord.  We live in those same two worlds with Noah:  deserving death and judgment, but being given life by the Lord.  When the righteous God and sinful man are together, someone has to die.   So Jesus does.  The Lord’s gift of bloody sacrifice to Noah finds its fulfillment in the bloody death of Jesus.  The incredibly powerful and holy Lord came into our flesh.  He made Himself weak and took our sin, our evil, and our shame upon Himself, dying in our place.  The sin of Adam, the sin of Noah, and the sin of you and me, was swallowed into that death.  His life was given to us in return.  

As Paul writes in Romans 6, “Do you no know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him by baptism into death, in order that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” 
Like Noah, we’re living in two worlds.  We’ve been buried with Jesus; we’ve been drowned in the flood of baptism.  Just as the Flood destroyed the evil in Noah’s world, baptism has drowned the evil in us, putting it upon Jesus.  But also, just as the flood saved Noah, the flood of baptism has saved us, too.  
1 Peter 3: “When the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons were brought safely through the water.  Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  
The flood of death and life has done its job on us, giving our death to Jesus and giving His life to us.  Now after our flood, after baptism, we’re living in our new lives.  Just as the rainbow continued to remind Noah that the Lord would never again bring death to him in that way, so too the Lord gives us gifts.  Baptism is the promise of life for you and me.  We will not be destroyed by death, for we have already been taken up into the death of Jesus, and we daily walk in His life.  
As we live our lives, walking in the new life of Jesus, we are given to see each other just as the Lord sees us:  sinners whom the Lord calls righteous and blameless.  We are placed before our neighbor with the Lord’s comfort of life and forgiveness on our lips.  Tearing away at each other with the law only brings death.  Noah should have drowned, but the Lord declared him righteous.  Likewise, the law can only throw us into the flood to die, but the blood of Jesus alone calls us righteous before the Lord and before each other.  Like Noah, we find our righteousness, not within ourselves, but in the Words and gifts of Jesus.  
The Lord’s gift of the rainbow continues to be here for us today, not only as a beautiful figure in our skies, but as much more.  As Christians we’re given to see the Lord’s rainbow as the His sign that the reign of death is over.  The rainbow is the reminder that the storms of darkness and death have been destroyed by the light of Jesus.  We are now living in our new lives, baptized into the life of Jesus.

Like Noah we should have died in our sin, but the Lord declares us righteous, having been covered in the sacrificed blood of Jesus and baptized into His death. THE LORD DESTROYS EVIL AND GIVES LIFE TO THE RIGHTEOUS.  This is everything Jesus came to do:  to take our evil and die for it, to declare us righteous and give us life.   In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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