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March 1, 2009

“We are Offspring  of Abraham”

[Genesis 22:1-18]
Genesis 22:1–18
1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

15And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
It’s a long trip up that mountain.

Put yourself, for a moment, in the shoes of Isaac.

It’s been a long slog up the mountain.  The father, he’s old, weakened a little in the legs over the years, and his endurance isn’t what it used to be.  So he doesn’t carry the heavy stuff.  For Abraham, it’s just the basin of fire and the knife for him to cart.

But for the son, a young man, he’s stronger.  On his back goes the load of wood, a load that gets heavier with each step up the mountain. 

Put yourself in the shoes of Isaac.  A long slog up the mountain, carrying the wood for the sacrifice, watching his father breathe in deeply to make the climb, carrying the other things needed for a sacrifice, the coals for the fire and the knife.  And the question, first a question in your mind, then a question finally spoken,

“[Father], “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”

To which, Abraham said, 
8 “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

[Genesis 22:8]

There.  It’s out in the open, the question to painful to ask: 
“Father, where’s the sacrifice?  I’m looking around, father; I see no flocks of sheep, no herds of cattle, I see the knife, the coals—where’s the sacrifice, father?  Is it me?”
Because, I’m looking with my eyes, and I don’t see anything else to kill.  It’s me, isn’t it?


Put yourself in these shoes of Isaac.  Because, we are in the shoes of Isaac.

Isaac is offspring of Abraham, the offspring of the promise, the only son of the promise to Abraham. 

From Isaac, and from Isaac only, can come forth the promised Savior.  The promise spoken to Abraham had been that he, Abraham, would be the father of many nations, the father of the church, and from his offspring would come forth the Savior, the One to give the Sacrifice to atone for the sins of the people of all tribes and all nations.

If Isaac is cut off, if there are no sons from Isaac, no lineage, if he dies on that make-shift altar on the top of Mt. Moriah, then there is no lineage, there is no greater Son to be born later, there is no holy sacrifice given to atone for the sins of  the world, and you and I are dead in our sin.

We are in the shoes of Isaac.  If Isaac dies, we die.

We need Isaac to live, to have a family, to bring forth sons and daughters, so that from that lineage, that Isaac-tribe, will be brought forth a woman named Mary, and from her womb will come forth Abraham’s greater Son, Isaac’s greater Son, Jesus, the atoning sacrifice for our sins and for the sins of the world. 


Here is what is at stake for Isaac: It’s a contradiction, a profound contradiction.  It is the contradiction of Word versus reason.  The contradiction of Promise versus evidence.  The contradiction of faith versus sight.

By God’s Word of Promise, from Abraham’s son will come forth many tribes and the Savior for every sinner, yet by Abraham’s own sight, his own eyeballs, Isaac can see only that his own life is on the line, and by this time tomorrow, there will be no more Isaac in existence to even worry about the Word of God.

By the Word of Promise given to Abraham, there is life, life in eternity, and Abraham’s lineage will never fall, but will be kept in the gift of life through every threat, yet, by the evidence that is seen and experienced, Isaac is on a long, painful, sad trip up the mountain to die.

By the Word of Promise, Isaac knows that he has a God who loves him, a Lord who has put his Name on him and who will depart him or let him go, yet, by what he is feeling, Isaac has no comfort, no chance for life, no hope of joy and delight, only a long trip up the mountain with a weakened old father resigned to sacrificing his own son.

And all of this is at the command of God.  Abraham didn’t think this up.  It’s no idea cooked up in his mind.

God, the Lord who came to Abraham in his old age and gave him joy by giving to him and Sarah an unexpected little son, and brought him into God’s own delight by promising salvation not only for Abraham and Sarah but for every sinner, no less, salvation that was to come from the lineage of Abraham’s beloved boy Isaac—this same God of life and promise, had now given the command:  Go up the mountain, Abraham, and sacrifice your son.

It is a great contradiction—a contradiction that comes not by accident, not by some unfortunate coincidence, but a contradiction deliberately set up by the Lord himself.

It is a contradiction of the Lord’s Word of promise versus the Lord’s command to sacrifice.  It is a contradiction of the Lord’s gift of faith, versus what the Lord has slammed down right in front of Abraham’s eyes.

It is Isaac, going up the mountain, seeing the great pain and doubt and despair being brought to him by the Lord, yet, Does not life come not by what you see, but by faith?  Is there not yet the Lord’s word of promise to cling to?  Does Isaac bear not the sentence of death, but the Name of the Lord of all life?


It is the contradiction of what is seen, of what is experienced, of what is under the control of reason, over against what is given by the Word of the Lord, of what is received as promise, of what is held-onto and clung to, against all odds, by faith.

Put yourself in the shoes of Isaac.

For we are in the shoes of Isaac!  

As Isaac was, so too, we are offspring of Abraham!

Galatians 3:6:

Abraham "had faith in God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." 7 Therefore know that those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.”
We are the sons, the offspring, the families of Abraham—that’s the gift of faith.

Isaac’s trip up that mountain is our trip.  If he dies, and the promise is wiped out, we die.

If there is a contradiction to him of the Lord’s Word of Promise versus what he is seeing with his own eyes, of the Lord’s Word of Promise versus the painful experience he is going through, then there is a contradiction for us, too.


By the Lord’s promise, the Lord’s Word of gift, we bear his Name, we are his people, he is with us always, even unto the end of the ages, cleansing our sin, sanctifying our lives, blessing us with every blessing, delighting in his gifts.  

But by our experience, by what we see in our world with our eyes, the pain we feel in our heart, by all of this, are we not joined to Isaac in his pain and doubt.

But there is the great contradiction.  When we grieve in our hearts for loves ones, when our eyes see families is distress, marriages in conflict, when our experience is that our neighbor is in trouble and we don’t know how to help him, when all of this is what we see and feel and experience, then up against that, contradicting that, is the Word of Promise, the Word spoken by the Lord to Abraham that he would be the father of many nations, and that the sinner would be justified by faith, the Word of Promise that sustained Isaac, that no matter how bleak the trip up the side of the mountain, there at the top is the Lord of Life, and he is bestowing his gifts and blessing the sinner.

It is the Word of Promise that contradicts and overcomes all the death and the despair and the doubt of our world and our lives.


 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

[Genesis 22:7]

God has provided the Lamb for the sacrifice.  Not Abraham’s son, but God’s own Son.

It is his death, his sacrifice of his own life that has atoned for the sins of the world—for the sin of Abraham, of Abraham’s offspring, Isaac, and for Abraham’s offspring of faith, you and me and our families.

It is into that that we are baptized.  It is to that Son—Abraham’s greater Son, the Son of God himself, to whom we come in Holy Communion to receive the Body and Blood of his sacrifice.

It is to his Word of Promise that we turn—in every experience of our own in this world that tears us from life, that steals us from joy, that separates us from love, it is to his Word of Promise that we turn.  His promise, Take and eat, take and drink, your sins are forgiven, and, behold, I am with you always.

To Isaac, Abraham said, 

“God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.
We now go together.  

God has provided for us the sacrifice. Together we go, speaking the Word of Promise to one another, building up our bothers and sisters with the Word of Gospel.  

Together, we now go, so that where we see a neighbor in distress, we have a word of encouragement, where we see a loved one in pain, we speak the word of comfort, where we two coming at each other in conflict, we come with the word of peace.

It is the Lord’s Word of Promise, that the sacrifice for all has been provided, all sin is forgiven, and we now belong to him.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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