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Exodus 16:2–15

tc \l5 "Exodus 16:2–15
2The whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
4Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the Lord has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the Lord.”

9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11And the Lord said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’”

13In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.

Ephesians 4:1–16

1I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,

  and he gave gifts to men.”

9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
The Apostle Paul writes to the church:

I, therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

[Ephesians 4:4]

The Apostle is the Lord’s mouthpiece; he speaks by the Lord’s authority—that’s what it means to be one of the Apostles.

The question for the church might be, Why does the Lord even need to tell us to walk in a manner worthy of our calling, to bear with one another in the church with love, in all humility and gentleness and patience, to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the body of peace?  Why does the Lord need to remind the church that there is one body and one Spirit, and we are all called to one hope, one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, and one God and Father of us all?

The question might be, How did the Lord ever get himself into this position that he has a church that he needs to speak to like that?

This church the Lord is speaking to by the Apostle, this church has in it people not walking according to their calling, not bearing with one another in humility and gentleness, not maintaining the bond of peace; this church has these people in it, or else Paul’s words would never have needed to be put to paper in this letter to the church in Ephesus.

How did the Lord get himself into this position that he is dealing with people like that?

The Lord asked for it.


Back with Moses, Exodus 16:2:

The whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
The Lord has brought Israel out from under Pharaoh’s slavery.  By the hand of his prophet Moses, he has brought them across the Red Sea, and has let all Israel see the destruction of Pharaoh and the mightiest army on Earth.  Now, out in the wilderness, on their way to the Promised Land, the Israelites are grumbling against the Lord’s servant Moses, but in that, they are grumbling against the Lord, as if he were nothing more than another slave master they couldn’t trust:

“Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meatpots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”


[Exodus 16:2]

How did the Lord get himself into this position, that he ends up dealing with people like this?

He asked for it.

For the Lord, there’s nothing surprising here.  Nothing new, nothing unexpected, nothing that anyone couldn’t have predicted.  The Lord asked for it, pure and simple.

When you see a tribe of people in slavery, a tribe who has already been marked by adultery, beginning many generations before with their father Abraham; already been marked by lying and deceit, and all they have to do is remember how Abraham was a liar to Abimelech; already been marked by drunkenness, stretching all the way back to their father Noah, but including many others, too; when you see a tribe marked by an unexplainable arrogance—for how can you be arrogant when you’re in slavery and cannot extricate yourselves?—when you see this miserable, helpless tribe and you come down to them as the Lord of Heaven and Earth, and you put your Name on them, and promise that by them all the nations of the Earth will see the salvation of God, and you declare them to be your children, and declare yourself to be their God who sanctifies and cleanses them and gives them honor—when you put your Name on this tribe of people, you’ve asked for it.

You can’t be surprised when they sin, that’s what they do, and you knew it when you put your Name on them.

You can’t act surprised when they grumble, and when they mistreat their neighbor, and when they speak in arrogance—you can’t act too surprised, because that’s what they do, and you knew it when you put your Name on them.

But you, O Lord, did put your Name on them.  You called them your people, your children.  You promised to be their Lord and to cleanse them, sanctifying them by the blood of the sacrifice and the word of the priest speaking forgiveness.


The Lord knew it all.  He asked for it, pure and simple.  No surprises.

He knew who these people were, and he put his Name on them because, knowing them, and knowing their arrogance and their sin, he yet loved them, and wanted to sanctify them, and cleanse them, and dwell with them, and keep them in his gift of life.

Exodus 16:9:

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11And the Lord said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’”

He won’t let them go.  The Lord won’t let their sin and their grumbling and their ridiculous arrogance drive him away from them.

He is the Lord.  Where they are unholy, he is holy.  Where they are unfaithful, he is faithful.  Where they come in arrogance, he comes in humility.  Where they are hard, he is gentle.  Where they try to manipulate and control others, he builds up and encourages and gives gifts.  Where they hold onto sins, and speak words of shame, he forgives all sin, and speaks to bring honor.  Where they bring death upon themselves, he brings life.  Where they are hungry, he supplies bread.


How does the Lord get himself mixed up with people like this?  How has he gotten himself in a position that he ends up dealing with us and our families?

He asked for it.

Does he not know when we fail to love one another?  

Does he not know when a brother or sister needs a word of comfort, needs the gentle consolation of the Gospel, needs to be built up and encouraged, and we instead speak no word at all, or we speak a word to control and manipulate, or we even speak a word behind the back?  

Does he not know the pride of our hearts, the arrogance that even though we know we are sinners deserving nothing at all, no more able to help ourselves than are slaves in chains, yet we somehow consider it to our credit that we are Christians at all, or that we have any gifts or abilities at all?

Does our Lord not know this?

He knows.  And he asked for it.  He set himself to be with us in all our sin, all our shame, all our guilt, in order to cleanse us, to sanctify us, to free us and set us forth in honor—to come to us in gentleness and humility.

He bought himself into this when he put his Name on us in Baptism.

And where we are unholy, he gives himself to us, his holy body and blood, to dwell with us, to cleanse us, to make us his own, making us one with him and one with each other.  Ephesians 4:4:

 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,

  

and he gave gifts to men.”
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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