Tenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 14)
August 9, 2009
1 KINGS 19:1-8
1 Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do to me and even more, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time." 3 And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. 4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, "It is enough; now, O LORD, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers." 5 He lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and behold, there was an angel touching him, and he said to him, "Arise, eat." 6 Then he looked and behold, there was at his head a bread cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank and lay down again. 7 The angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him and said, "Arise, eat, because the journey is too great for you." 8 So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.

EPHESIANS 4:17-5:2
So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 20 But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 26 Be angry, yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the devil an opportunity. 28 He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need. 29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

JOHN 6:35-51
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
In the news this week—in the strange news—is Mr. Daniel Suelo of Moab, Utah.  Mr. Suelo is in the news not for something he’s done, but for what he has not done.  He’s done nothing.  Absolutely nothing.  That makes the news!

Mr. Suelo has no job, no house payments, no car, no credit cards, no phone, no phone bills, no one to whom he is responsible—Mr. Suelo lives in a cave, literally!  He has, he says, sworn of money for good.  He has lived off of zero dollars per day for the past decade.  He has left all the obligations, the duties, and the pressures, left the life of the community; he just goes out to his cave, lives off the land, and sponges off other people now and then for the important things of life, which are, of course, food and internet access, which he gets for free at the public library an hour’s hike from his cave.

Mr. Suelo’s accomplishment is that he has accomplished . . . nothing.  There’s something seductive about what Mr. Suelo has done, something attractive about living in a cave.  No more house payments, no gas to buy, no headaches at work, no nosy or noisy neighbors to put up with.  No office gossip, no climbing the ladder.  

When you live in a cave, you’ve gotten away from all your problems.

But there is something that Mr. Suelo can’t do while he’s crouched in the cave.  He can’t serve his neighbor.  He can’t build housing, to help families live in homes, because he refuses to work for a construction company.  He can’t help build a tractor, to help farmers grow food for families.  He can’t help do research to formulate better medicines or better ways to engineer a car, because he refuses to go to school.  He can’t pay taxes to support the police and the armed forces for the protection of his neighbor.  He can’t serve his neighbor.  That’s the whole point of living in the cave—you’ve left your neighbors and all their problems, so you can be by yourself, without any problems.

In the cave, you can’t do much.  You can’t grow food; you can’t work in a factory—these are all things of serving our neighbor.  In the cave, you can’t prepare bandages in a hospital; you can’t go to the store and buy things from people who work there; you can’t go with classmates to school in the Cave, unless, of course, it’s a school with the Spanish name of La Cueva—then you can go.


Elijah the prophet had some problems.  In our Old Testament text, Elijah is fleeing from evil Queen Jezebel.  He had spoken the Lord’s Word, including the Lord’s Ten Commandments, and now she’s going to kill him.  1 Kings 19:3: 

And [Elijah] was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.  But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, "It is enough; now, O LORD, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers." 

In the verse following our text, Elijah ends up in his own little cave.  1 Kings 19:9:

And [Elijah] came to a cave, and lodged there; and behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?
We know what Elijah’s doing in the cave.  He’s pulling a Mr. Suelo.  He’s getting away from the pressures of life.  He’s leaving his neighbors and countrymen and all that that entails, and he’s living on his own.  Without any obligations or responsibilities or pressures.

But there’s something Elijah can’t do while he’s living in a cave: he can’t serve his neighbor.   He can’t grow food to help a hungry family; he can’t build homes; he can’t hold a sick baby; or teach a young boy how to fish; he can’t speak the comforting words of the Gospel to those who need it.  He’s out in the cave, all alone.

“Elijah,” 

says the Lord, 

“What are you doing here?”


The Lord doesn’t have his people in caves.

He sets us as his servants to love our neighbor, serving those before whom he stands us.

In front of whom does our Lord stand us?  Children standing in front of parents, parents faced up to children.  Children, love your father and your mother, as those given to you by your Lord; parents, love and care for your children, as those given from the Lord to bring up in his gifts.

Before whom does our Lord stand us?  Husband before wife, wife before husband, servants to one another.  Don’t go into a cave by yourself, love your spouse.

Who does he stand us before?  Before neighbor, before fellow man. 

Honor them, love them, be servants to them, fulfilling the vocations your Lord gives to you.


Our Lord gives all this to us in the Commandments.  Love your father and your mother.  Do not kill, so that we do not hurt nor harm our neighbor, but help and support him in every physical need.  Do not commit adultery, so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other.  Do not steal, so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.

In his Commandments, our Lord gives our whole life to us, standing us before each person to honor them and serve them, bringing to them the gifts of the Lord in our own vocations.  

The Ten Commandments give us our vocations in life—vocations such as husband or wife, child or parent, vocations such as worker or businessman, doctor or tax collector—and in giving us our vocations, the Commandments set us before our neighbor in the way that we are given by our Lord to serve them.

Boil down the commandments, and we could say, simply, Stay out of the cave.  1 Kings 19:9:  

“Elijah,” said the Lord, “What are you doing [in the cave].”

Get out of the cave, serve your neighbor.  For you belong to the Lord, and the Lord wants all to be served with his gifts.

Ephesians 4:25:

Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  Be angry, yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity. He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need.  Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need, so that it will give grace to those who hear.  Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

. . .  just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
If the words of the Ten Commandments give us our vocations and stand us before neighbor, then these words stand us before our God:  just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
Before, we had no standing before God, but could expect only his wrath, for we have not kept his commandments.  But now, in Christ Jesus, we are forgiven.

To be forgiven, to be stood up before God as declared innocent, justified, to stand before God the Father in nothing less than the righteousness of Christ Jesus himself, who gave himself up for us as an offering and sacrifice to God his Father as a fragrant aroma—to be forgiven, this is to be called into life.  

To be called out of the cave, out of whatever little caves we may have constructed for ourselves to separate us from our fellowman, and, being called out of those pathetic little caves, to be called into the life of Christ Jesus, the Servant of God.

Jesus said,

No one can come unto me unless the Father who sent me draws him.  And I will raise him up on the last day.

[John 6:44]

We are drawn out of our caves, out of our care only for self, and drawn into the life of our Lord Jesus.  The Father draws us.  The Gospel gathers us.  It’s there in those words of Ephesians 4 where our Father stands us before one another, before our neighbor, by first standing us before himself:
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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