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Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14

9As I looked,

thrones were placed,

  and the Ancient of days took his seat;

his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool;

his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire.

10
A stream of fire issued and came out from before him;

a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;

the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.

11I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

13I saw in the night visions,

and behold, with the clouds of Heaven there came one like a son of man,

and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.

14
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,

that all peoples, nations, and languages

  should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion,

  which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

Revelation 1:4b–8;  John 18:33–37

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
It’s the last Sunday of the Church year, as we consider the Lord’s judgement, and as the church prepares to enter, next week, the season of Advent, our Lord’s coming in the flesh.

It’s the last Sunday of the Church year, and the appointed text has us looking at Daniel, the prophet in the Old Testament who along with the most of the rest of Judah and the city of Jerusalem, had been forcibly taken as an exile into to kingdom of Babylon.  The Israelites held as exiles in Babylon—that’s where we get those stories we learn in Sunday school of Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace, and of Daniel thrown into the lions’ den.

So here we are with the prophet Daniel, hearing from Daniel chapter 7 of the setting of the heavenly throne room, with God stationed upon his throne and the evil kingdoms of this world, presented in the imagery of monstrous beasts, being cast down before him and destroyed:

 
I looked,

says Daniel,

thrones were placed,

  and the Ancient of days took his seat;

his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool;

his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire.

A stream of fire issued and came out from before him;

a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;

the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.

I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire.

[Daniel 7:11]


Daniel is telling us some pretty heady stuff here, of a Throne up in Heaven, of decrees issued by God himself, of the destruction of worldly kingdoms which comes as a result of these verdicts and decrees issued in the courtroom of Heaven.

This is pretty heady stuff being told us by the prophet, but to understand this, we may consider for a moment what was going on down on Earth, in Babylon, right before Daniel’s eyes and in his life.

In Babylon what was going on was what we might today call, in our philosophical language, materialism.

Materialism is simply the idea that what can be known is that which can be observed and measured with our human senses, our sight, our hearing, our touch, our rationality and mind.

Materialism is not bad, it’s not evil.  We could say that materialism is what gives us mathematics and science.  A man observes the movement of the stars with his eyes, he keeps records of what he observes, he makes mathematical calculations and comes to conclusions, and we call him an astronomer or a scientist, and this is good and extols the creation of God.  Another person observes the human body, looks at its cells with a microscope, finds patterns, observes damage done to it by a bacteria, runs experiments and finds what can resist the bacteria and keep the cells of the body intact, and we call her a scientist, and this is good—it supports life and extols the gift of life.

This curiosity, this intellectual pursuit of understanding, this exercise of running observations and experiments on the created matter around us, this materialism that we sometimes think of as science or mathematics, is good, and it all comes under our Lord’s gift of being in authority over all creation, and his gift of vocation, to serve our neighbor and fellowman.

Daniel is in Babylon.  Babylon, the great city of the world at that time, the seat of civilization, was known not only for her military might, but also for her arts and sciences.  Babylon is still famous for her hanging gardens, what we should today classify under the science of biology or horticulture.  The city was the center of learning for science and philosophy.  Babylon knew how to study the universe and observe the created world and analyze human nature—Babylon was good at materialism.

Materialism is simply the idea that what can be known is that which can be observed and measured with our human senses, our sight, our hearing, our touch, our rationality and mind.  And Babylon could do that.  But so much so that she had no use of a living, creator God.  Who, what god, did Babylon worship?

Daniel 5:4:

They drank the wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone.
That’s materialism. 

When your view of the world has been reduced to what you see in front of you to the extent that you think you can answer all your problems with materialism, in this case, with more gold and silver and bronze and iron and wood, when you no longer ponder the God who creates all things, but instead you focus on the created things, the things of matter—that’s pure materialism.

We may see the temptation of our own age here, and we may even contemplate our own sin.

No one today, surely, would claim to bow down to gold and silver and bronze and iron and wood.  That’s too crass.  But is it possible that we can observe our world attempting to answer everything materialistically, that is, to answer everything with our science and our math and our rationality, to answer everything with what we can see and perceive and measure and gain control of?

To much sickness?  Then buy more microscopes, do more experiments, and sickness will be defeated.

To much hatred?  Run some sociological studies.  Then teach the right mechanics of how people should treat each other, pass the more laws outlawing hatred, start more programs, and hatred will be defeated.

Someone lonely?  Someone else depressed?  Find out what chemicals are missing in the brain, find the right drugs.

Is it possible that our world is as much under the temptation to answer everything materialistically as were the Babylonians?  We just wouldn’t find our answers in gold and silver and bronze and iron and wood; we would find our answers in gold and silver and steel and oil and wind-power and the right diet and drugs and other technologies. 

And in our own lives, what materialism would solve everything?  More money, a better home, a different job—what answers would we entertain to give us a more fulfilled life.


Against the materialism of the Babylonians, and of our own world, and of our own hearts, come the words giving us a different view:

“My kingdom,”

says Jesus,

“is not of this world.”

[John 18:36]

There is a different realm than that which our eyes see.  A realm  different than what is observed and measured like measuring out gold and silver and bronze and iron, and the other things of matter in front of us.

It is the kingdom Daniel speaks of when he stands in the midst of the Babylonians, and tells them of a realm that outside their powers of materialistic observation:

As I looked, thrones were placed,

and the Ancient of days took his seat;

his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool;

his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire.

A stream of fire issued and came out from before him;

a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;

the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.
Daniel speaks of the heavenly courtroom.  From this Throne comes all the creation of matter, and comes also the gift of mind and intellect, of all the curiosity and intellectual inquisitiveness, the gift of math and science and philosophy and all the other learning that examines our created world and brings it into the service of helping people and extolling life—from this Throne in Heaven, where enthroned is the God of all creation, comes not only all created matter and all intellectual pursuit of the creation, but also, from this Throne is issued a decree, a verdict, about you and me.

And that is what the Babylonians were missing.  At the Throne, the court will sit in judgement, says Daniel, 

and the books will be opened.


[Daniel 7:10]

The books of the judgement of the world.  The books of you and me, of our works, of our hearts—the books of the kingdom will be opened. 

“My kingdom,”

says Jesus,

“is not of this world.”

It’s the kingdom of the heavenly Throne.  He is the Son of Man of Daniel 7:13:

I saw in the night visions,

says Daniel,

and behold, with the clouds of Heaven there came one like a Son of Man,

and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.
He is Son of Man, standing in for all men, all people—surrogate and representative, all our sin is accounted to him.  He is presented to the Ancient of Days, to God the Father, as the One standing in for us.  So that at the heavenly courtroom, in front of the full council of Heaven, before the angels and archangels, we are declared innocent, clean, righteous, all by virtue of the Son of Man.


While we’re here on Earth, we’re still materialists.  We still do our job of perceiving with our eyes, hearing with our ears, measuring and counting with our minds, and showing curiosity and creativity in our thinking.  And this is good.  It is all part of being created in the Image of God, of having dominion over all the matter of creation, and of using our talents and intellect to serve one another.  Science, math, philosophy, materialism—it is all part of our created order, and all part of upholding and extolling creation.

While we’re here on Earth, we’re still materialist.  But Daniel brought a Word down out of the realm of Heaven into this material world, and spoke that word to the Babylonians.  It was the Word of the Son of Man, Jesus Christ the righteous.

And Jesus Christ, Son of Man, came down from Heaven, into our world, into the flesh, and in the realm of this world, he gave his life, including his material life of body and blood, over to death, to ransom all those belonging to the material world.  

We’re now ransomed.  Bought with blood.  Cleansed by the Son of Man.  We are now given to hear a verdict spoken from a different realm.  My Kingdom, says Jesus, is not of this world.

No, it’s not.  It’s of Heaven.  And you, and me, and our children, by virtue of Jesus, by the forgiveness of our sin—we belong to that kingdom.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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