The 10th Sunday after Pentecost [Proper 16 (a)]
August 21, 2011

ISAIAH 51:1-6;  ROMANS 11:33-12:8
MATTHEW 16:13-20 (NKJV)
13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in Heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven, and whatever you bind on Earth will be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose on Earth will be loosed in Heaven. 20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.”
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Peter is on a roll.  He’s the star student.  Jesus is asking his students some questions, and Peter gets the prize.

Jesus asks, 

“Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 
Well, any of the disciples can take on that question.  All one needs to do to answer it is listen around a little at the water cooler to see what people are saying.  Matthew 16:14:

So [the disciples] said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

Fair enough.  They got the answer right, it would seem.  But then the next question gets harder.  This is the big question, the question every sinner must finally answer:

“But who do you say that I am?,” said Jesus.
Peter steps in for the whole class and gives a strong answer, Matthew 16:16:

 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Peter passes the test.  Matthew 16: 17:

Jesus answered and said to [Peter,] “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in Heaven. 
Not only is Peter right, but Jesus then tells all the disciples that upon this confession that Peter has rightly spoken, upon this confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, he will build his church.  Jesus even calls this confession the rock—it is sure and certain, it is as unchanging as a stone, strong and dependable as a boulder.  

This confession that Jesus is the Son of the Living God, and he is the Christ—that is, he is the One publicly anointed to stand in the place of every sinner, and publicly announced as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world—this confession of who Jesus is the rock upon which Jesus will build his church.  And the church will stand, so that even the gates of Hell will not prevail against it. 

The gates of Hell will not overcome the church because, Hell is the realm of the demons, and the only threat the demons have against the sinner is, sin.  The guilt of sin.  The shame brought upon the sinner by the sins the sinner has done, and also by the sins done by others against the person.  That Jesus is the Christ means that he is the One who takes away the sin of the every sinner, he is the One who removes guilt, he is the One who covers our shame and stands us in honor, he is the One who gives life, for he is the Son of the Living God.

So where Christ is confessed, where sins are repented and guilt is released, there—at the forgiveness of sins—there the demons have no power, and the gates of Hell crumble.

Peter gives the right confession: You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  


Then why, after Jesus publicly recognizes Peter’s answer, and after saying he will build his church on that confession—why does Jesus then tell Peter and the other Apostles to be quite about it?  Matthew 16:20:

Then [Jesus] commanded his disciples that they should tell no one that he was Jesus the Christ.
Apparently there is a time when Jesus does not want his Apostles telling others of him.  Is there a time like that for us?  When should you not tell someone of the Christ?


After Peter gives his great confession of who Jesus is, and after Jesus then says that the church will be built on the confession of his Name, in the verses immediately following those we have in our text today, Jesus tells his disciples what awaits him.  Matthew 16:21:

From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.

This is the cross.  The suffering and death, the persecution and torment of Jesus willingly going to the cross to die for the sins of the world.

What will Peter do when he hears that Jesus has set himself for Jerusalem where he will suffer many things and be killed?  Matthew 16:22: 

Peter took [Jesus] aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.”

[Jesus] turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” 
Just before this, Jesus had commanded Peter and the others to tell no one that he was the Christ.  

When should Peter not tell someone of the Christ?  When should we not tell someone of the Christ?  When we are able to say everything about Christ but the one thing that matters.  When we are able to speak rightly about who he is, but we are afraid to speak the one thing he does to save the sinner.  When we look at Jesus on the cross, at him willingly standing in the place of the sinner to die for the sinner, when we look at him setting himself to come to us and our families in the common things of the spoken Word and the water of Baptism or the bread and wine of Communion, when we look at Jesus coming in his self-chosen weakness, and we say, like Peter, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You,” that’s when we should not tell someone of the Christ.

Jesus wants the word of his suffering to go forth.  

He is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and he wants the Word of his death on the cross spoken to every sinner.  He desires that every person living in fear of the demons and of the gates of Hell, every sinner who sees no way out of their sin, every person living in shame for what has been done to him in this world—he desires every one of them, and of us, to hear the Word of his weakness, of his death on the cross.  For by the cross sins are forgiven; and where sins are forgiven, the conscience is cleansed and the demons have no more power.


When should you not tell someone of the Christ?  

It might be like standing on the sidewalk next to a blind man who is starving.  He’s had no food for three days, and he has no idea where to get food.  Then a Schwan’s Frozen Food truck pulls up, but the starving man doesn’t know what it is because he can’t see it.  

What do you tell him about the Schwan’s truck?  

You could tell him that it’s a GMC truck with a five-speed transmission.  You could tell him what kind of tires it has, what the expected mileage is.  You could tell him the length of the truck, and the gross weight.  But if this is what you’re going to tell him, someone should ask you to tell nothing of the truck.  For the one thing about the truck that matters to the starving man is to tell him that this truck has food.

What is the thing that matters about Jesus, the Christ?  

It’s true to say that he has all power, and the creation bears witness of that.  It’s true also  to say that he is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  But what must be made known for the benefit of the sinner is that he, the Son of God who has all power, is the Christ, anointed to take away the sins of the world by ... suffering, by emptying himself out of his power and setting himself in weakness in order to go to the cross.

The sinner is starving—for righteousness before God.  The man starving for food while standing next to a Schwan’s truck needs to know this: That truck has food.  

The sinner, starving for righteousness while looking at Jesus, needs to know this: This Jesus forgives sins.  He wants to be known for his suffering, for his weakness of the cross.  He wants the Word of Gospel to go out.  He wants every sinner to know that when he forgives sins here on Earth, they are forgiven also in eternity, in Heaven.


When Peter is not yet able to say that, then he needs to say nothing of the Christ.

But when Jesus has forgiven us of our sins, has cleansed us of our guilt, so that the demons have no more power over us, when he has in Baptism joined us to his crucifixion, and in Holy Communion has brought the blood of his cross to us, then we have a word of comfort for our world.

Our world is, surely, expecting a proclamation from the church which establishes the church in power, as something impressive and overpowering to the eyes of our world.  

But our Lord would have the world hear the opposite.  He wants our world to hear of a Lord who comes in the weakness of the cross, who comes as the Son of Man standing in for all men, in order to take their guilt upon himself, and who comes to forgive sins—your sins and mine—both on Earth, and in Heaven. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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