The 3rd Sunday after Pentecost [Proper 9] (a)
July 3, 2011

Zechariah 9:9-12; Romans 7:14-25a
Matthew 11:25-30
25 At that time Jesus said, "I praise You, Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 26 "Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
It’s the weekend of the Fourth of July.  We may consider, How goes it with our nation, with our neighbor?  And what does our Lord Jesus have for us in all of this, and for our fellow citizen?

It’s the weekend when we all look forward to celebrating Independence Day.  Even as our fireworks may be cut down some by the fear of forest fires, we still look forward to the picnics and the water melon, the games, and all the rest. 

But those forest fires, that brings us back to a sobering thought of our nation and fellow citizens on this day. We know what our nation is going through, the drought and forest fires in the West, the terrible flooding in the Midwest, and deadly tornadoes of a few weeks back.  

We also know what our nation is going through with weariness of wars, shortage of jobs and fear of unemployment, fear over government debts of which we can see no way to repay, fear over declining education and doubt about what children may be taught at the schools, and all this is compounded by politicians dividing people up into groups and turning rich and poor against one another, black and white against one another, even man and woman against one another.  There is an unspoken fear that our nation is not on sure footing, that we no longer have the certainty of our the constitutional freedoms, and that, on this Fourth of July, we’re just a bunch of people hoping to make it to the next day without more bad news.  We do know some of what our nation is going through, of the doubts and fears that our neighbor has: Where does our Lord Jesus fit into all of this, and what are we, ourselves, to do?

Jesus does know all of this.  

It is true that Jesus didn’t come into the flesh to show people how to write a constitution or design a system of three branches of government, or, for that matter, how to organize fire departments to fight the forest fires.  But it would not be true that Jesus doesn’t care about us and our lives, about our neighbor and what is hurting or threatening him, about our fellow citizens and the fear and despair they have.

This is the world into which Jesus came.  He, along with his Father and the Holy Spirit created it.  And when Man and Woman brought this creation into sin, he loved the world, so that he even came into it in the flesh to redeem it.  And these people of the world, our own families, our neighbors, our fellow citizens, he loves them.

So when we see the despair of our world, what do we hear our Lord Jesus say?  Matthew 11:28: 

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”

Jesus sees all this.  He sees our world of fear, and of people who play on those fears.  He sees how it all becomes one big, overpowering burden, like a national debt that the politicians keep running up higher and higher, like an unemployment rate that can’t be brought down, like forest fires that we can’t quickly contain—Jesus sees all of this, and he says, Come unto me; I give you rest.

But it’s not just the rest of an absence of bad news or of a vacation.  Matthew 11:29:

Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
Jesus gives rest for our souls.  Our soul is our life before God.  Our soul is our true person, it is who we are, and it is the life Jesus came to save.  Our soul is not divorced from our flesh and body, from our mind and brain, for when our Lord created us, he created us as full people, people of body and flesh, mind and spirit—he created us as full, true persons—souls—to stand before him in righteousness and purity forever.

So when Jesus says he gives us rest for our souls, he is not just talking about good food and rest for our bodies, or pleasant thoughts for our minds, he is cutting right to the quick, to the very bottom of it all, he is talking to you and me as people standing at the face of God as who we are—sinners.

And standing at the face of God, we cannot deny our sin.  We stand there, before holy God, and there is no place to hide the lack of love or even the hatred we have had in our heart for our neighbor, no place to hide our envy of what God has given to others, our lust for things not given to us, and there is no place to hide our fear of standing before him.

Come unto me,

says Jesus.

From all that, I give you rest.

This is the promise and the gift of Jesus forgiving our sins.  Rest for your soul means that you stand before God in no anxiety, no fear, no doubt, for Jesus, in the giving of his own holy Blood, has redeemed you from your sin, from your anxiety, from your fears, has cleansed you, and now stands you along with himself, before the face of his Father, to stand there in his righteousness and purity forever.


“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden,”

says Jesus,

“and I will give you rest.” 

Weariness from sin, from despair; heavy-laden with the burden of trying to live with it, covering it all up; I give you rest from that, says Jesus.  

Be done with that burden, for I have already paid the debt.  Know that that burden has been cut off from you, you are released of it, so that you now may take up a different burden.  Matthew 11:29:

Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.
He is gentle, coming not to condemn and crush, but to forgive, speak kindness, and give grace—gentle.  He is humble in heart, coming not to build-up himself, not to weigh others down, but to embrace the sinner as a brother, a sister, whom he loves and whom he saves—humble in heart, speaking always in his Gospel from his humility. 

We know our burden is now light, for that is the cross, where our burden of sin and guilt was taken away from us, having been put on the back of Christ Jesus.

We know we are now people of humble hearts, for there is now no more need to exalt ourselves, since our Lord Jesus has exalted us to stand with him before our Father in Heaven.

And we know that his yoke of the Gospel, his burden of grace, is light, for it is peace and life itself for our souls.


And we know that it is the weekend of Independence Day in our nation.  Our Lord Jesus loves our neighbor and our fellow citizen.  And he sets us as servants to them.  

So as his people, the church intercedes.  We pray for our president, our governor, our mayor, our judges, and all those given earthly authority.  The church prays for them, that they may serve the nation and states and would rightly carry out their offices so that life is protected, the innocent are protected from those who bring violence, babies are protected from the abortion chambers, and families may live in peace.  The Lord’s church prays that those in authority would protect the Lord’s gifts of house and home, property and business, from thievery and confiscation.  And we pray that our politicians would speak in a way that doesn’t divide people into groups struggling against each other, but builds up all people and all families in honor and peace.

We pray for our nation on this weekend of the Fourth of July, even as the church prays for nation and state at every Lord’ Service, on every weekend.

But most of all we pray that the Gospel—the Gospel which has cleansed each of us of our sins and saved us, the Gospel of Jesus Christ crucified for all sinners, the Gospel of grace, which our Lord reveals to every sinner, even to smallest child—we pray that the Gospel may be spoken openly and freely, so that all ears may hear it, and many would be called out of fear and despair, and into the grace of living before God in the righteousness of Christ Jesus.

We pray for Jesus’ grace, for his yoke is easy, his burden light, and you will find rest for your souls.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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MATTHEW 11:25-30

