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June 26, 2011

Jeremiah 28:5-9; Matthew 10:34-42
Romans 7:1-13
1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? 2 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. 3 So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to another man. 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, " YOU SHALL NOT COVET." 8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died; 10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; 11 for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
The Apostle Paul tells us of a woman whose husband has died.  Romans 7:2:

For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.

A simple fact on which anyone can agree.  When married, a woman is bound to her husband, even as he is bound to her.  But if he dies, she is no longer bound to him.  She may marry another.

A simple enough fact.  But Paul is not speaking about marriage.  What he says of marriage is true, of course.  And not only for Christians, but also for anyone, even a pagan, who follows the natural law.  The one woman is bound to the one man—that’s marriage, the man is bound to the woman.  This is a truth so universal that when someone says otherwise, when the Muslims or the Mormons present the world with a book that says there is to be more than one spouse, that doctrine is so strange it sticks out like strangely as putting Larry the Cable Guy in the middle of the line-up at a Miss America pageant—it is an ugly doctrine of marriage not from the Lord, but from the demons.

But in bringing up the example of how a woman is no longer bound to her husband when he dies, Paul is not telling us about marriage.  He’s just using a common example upon which we can all agree.  What Paul is telling us about is ... the Law, and our lives under the Law, and what this means for our lives before God and our neighbor.  Romans 7:3:

If while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to another man. Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead. 

Using the imagery of a woman whose husband has died, Paul has painted a picture of our lives.  In our life of the flesh, we were bound under the Law, the Law of God accusing and condemning us, assigning our guilt, making us live in shame.

But that binding under the Law is over, like a woman no longer bound to her husband who has died.  That binding under the Law died in the Body of Christ on the cross, for he was on the cross in our place, dying for all those bound under the Law.

So, with Christ Jesus crucified, we are no longer under the Law.  

We are free, like a widow, to be bound to another: “Therefore,” says Paul, “you are bound to him who was raised up from the dead.” [Romans 7:4]

So with Paul’s vivid example, we are like a woman whose husband has died, and then she is taken in marriage by another.  Our life of flesh, our life under the Law, that is dead.  Our life of faith, our life being bound to Christ Jesus, that is alive.


What Paul presents us with here is of the most difficult part of the Christian life.  And Paul knows it, for he handles it many times, over and over again, throughout his epistles to the church.

Paul presents us here with a truth that is wonderful and freeing, full of life and joy, the truth from God that in Christ Jesus, we have been freed from the Law, are no longer under its control and condemnation, but are now under grace.  

But this truth is difficult because, while we are the people of faith, while we have been joined to Christ Jesus in Baptism, we are, at the same time, simultaneously, living in our sinful flesh.  So Paul is presenting us with our life on two tracks, as it were.  One track is our life of flesh, the life we see everyday, the life that is constantly in fear or despair due to our sin and shame.  This is the life Paul elsewhere refers to as the Old Adam or the old Man.

The other track is the life we can’t see with our eyes, it is not of our flesh, but is the life bestowed upon us by the Lord’s Gospel, breathed into us by the Holy Spirit, the life of faith.  This life is lived never in fear, but in confidence in Christ Jesus, in the joy of his grace, in the sureness of knowing that all sins are forgiven, and in the certain hope of eternal life.  This is the life of the New Adam, the new Man, who in faith lives before God in righteousness and purity forever.


Old Adam, old Man, on the one hand; New Adam, new Man, on the other.  They are both true.  Both real.  But the one is of death, and is goes the way of dust, the other is of life, and stands before God forever.  The one is under sin and the Law, the other under the righteousness of Christ Jesus and grace.

One has no free will at all, only the will to sin and to exalt self.  The other has no free will, but has the mind of Christ, lives in faith, and takes nothing by force of will, but receives all good things as gifts from the Lord.

Paul is presenting to us a most difficult part of the Christian life.  But the Christian life is the life given in Baptism.  And Baptism sorts it all out for us.  The Catechism, when giving the doctrine of Baptism, asks the question, 
What does such baptizing with water indicate?  

It indicates, 

says the Catechism, 
that the Old Adam [the old Man] in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that [a new Adam] a new Man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

The old Man is daily repented of and drowned in the promise of Baptism, the new Man, the life of faith, daily is brought forth to live in the grace of Jesus.

We are no longer under the Law, says Paul. That’s the old Man of the flesh.  We are under grace.  That’s the new Man of faith.


Paul presents us here with a truth that is freeing, full of life and joy—the truth from God that in Christ Jesus, we have been freed from the Law, are no longer under its control and condemnation, but are now under grace. 

So we guess what the teachers of the Law will say about Paul when he teaches that.

What will the world say about us, if we claim that to live before God with a clean conscience is to be freed from the Law, to live only from the grace of Christ Jesus?

The charge against him is that Paul is opposed to the Law, Paul is saying that the Law is not good and holy, Paul is teaching that we are no longer to have regard for the Law.  That’s the charge.  So Paul hits those objections head on: 

What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, " YOU SHALL NOT COVET." 8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 

[Romans 7:7]

Paul lets us see the right placement of the Law.  There is nothing wrong with the Law.  It is God’s Law.  It is good and holy.  But, when we brought sin into the world, the Law became to us our accuser, our judge, even our executioner.  To the sinner, there is never, not at any time, any comfort in the Law.

But now that we have been delivered from the terror of the Law by the Gospel, by the gift of Jesus, by the forgiveness of our sins, we now live not under the Law, but under grace. 

And now, in our lives of faith, we see the Law as God’s good and holy word by which he sets all things in place for our blessing and benefit.  It is by his Law, by his Ten Commandments, that God establishes his institutions on Earth, institutions such as marriage and family, parents and children.  And from his institution of these things come all the things to support and protect marriage and family, institutions such as neighbor and community, school and government—all things established by God to protect lives and families and property.


Paul has described our lives for us.  We are like a woman whose husband has died, and has been freed to marry again.  We are freed from our obligations under the Law.  It still does it’s work against our sinful flesh, our old Adam, so that by the accusations of the Law the old Man of sin is daily drowned to die in the water of Baptism.

But the Law has no terror for the life of faith, for the new Man.  For the new Man lives from the Word of Gospel.  Our faith is daily enlivened and encouraged by the grace of Christ Jesus, and the new Man is made to stand before God in righteousness, with a clean conscience, because faith lives by forgiveness.

Like a widow who marries again, we are now bound to another—to Christ Jesus.  His righteousness is ours, purely by grace.  

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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