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Luke 24:44–53
44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them,  “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into Heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
When the Apostles were looking up into Heaven, having just seen their Lord ascend, the angels said to them:

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into Heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into Heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into Heaven.”

[Acts 1:11]

Why do you stand looking into Heaven?, the angels ask the Apostles.

We might ask, Why not look into Heaven?  Jesus has just left the Earth, ascended to Heaven, he is no longer here, but there—where else would one look?

Jesus is, indeed, in Heaven.  But he is not in Heaven for us.  Not right now, anyway, for we are on Earth.

So where is he for us?  Where are we given to look for him, to find him?

That is what Jesus speaks of in our Gospel reading of Luke 24:

[Jesus told them,]  49Behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into Heaven. 


Jesus is in Heaven, where we cannot see him, for we are on Earth.  But he does locate himself here on Earth for us, in a way that he gives us to find him.  That is Jesus coming to us in Baptism—the gift by which he promises to be with us, in our lives, here on Earth, even until the end of the ages.  And that is Jesus coming to us in his Body and Blood—a gift by which he bodily comes to us to cleanse us, forgive our sins, and join us to himself.  And it is Jesus coming to us in his Word of Gospel, the Word which he gave to his Apostles yet once again right before he ascended from them. Luke 24:46: 

“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 


[Luke 24:46]


While he is in Heaven, over all things, and everywhere present and omnipotent, Jesus does locate himself here on Earth, for us, in the places and in the ways he promised: In Baptism, in Holy Communion, in the Word of Gospel—as we say in the church, in Word and Sacrament.  Where he is putting his Name on sinners in Baptism, where he is cleansing by his Blood of Holy Communion, where he is justifying the sinner with the preaching of the Gospel, there, at those locations, Jesus is locating himself for us, and bringing to us the promised gift of the Father, the Holy Spirit.

For wherever we have been gathered to the Lord’s Word and Sacraments, it is the Holy Spirit, the promised comforter, bringing to us the gifts of our Lord Jesus from Heaven.

“Men of Galilee,”

said the angels to the Apostles,
“why do you stand looking into Heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into Heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into Heaven.”
We don’t look up into Heaven to find our Lord either.  He is there, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.—as Paul says in Ephesians 1.  He is there in Heaven, but he is not there for us to find him, to be cleansed by him, and comforted by him.  

In order to find him here on Earth, in our lives, we go to the place Jesus has promised to locate himself for us.  

That is the gift of the Ascension—not only that our Lord Jesus is at the right hand of God the Father, where he intercedes for us, but also that, having gone to Heaven, he now places himself here on Earth, in his Word, and in his Sacraments, for our blessing and benefit.

In Heaven, Jesus is reigning in power, ruling over all creation by his Word of power to sustain all of it, the Earth and the oceans, the rain and the winds, the growing fields, the procreation of plants and animals—all the things of creation being upheld and sustained by his Word of power spoken from Heaven.

But, on Earth, for us, as he locates himself here in his Word and Sacrament, he is ruling in his Word of grace.  A gentle word, a kindly spoken word, even a word that, unlike his word of power, can be turned away from and rejected.  For it is a gift.

A gift.  His word of grace.  His Word and Sacrament.  His gifts from Heaven by which he, himself, comes to us and brings to us the promised gift of the Father, the Holy Spirit.

We don’t look up into Heaven.  We’re not there, not yet.  Until he comes again, returning in the same way he left, we look for him where he has promised to be.  And there, in his Word and Sacraments, we find our Lord here on Earth, and we are cleansed.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
(((((2
LUKE 24:44-53

