Day of Pentecost (a) (Confirmation of the Catechumens)
June 12, 2011

Numbers 11:24–30; Acts 2:1–21  
John 7:37–39 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Jesus says, 

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.”

It is the promise of the Gospel.  It is the wonderful news for every sinner, that our thirst—our thirst to relieved of guilt, to be done with shame, our thirst to be able to stand before God in honor—this thirst of ours it met by our Lord Jesus:  “Come unto me and drink.”

“Whoever has faith in me,”

says Jesus, 

“‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water,’ as the Scripture has said.”

And there in those words Jesus locates where we are to find this promise.  With those five words—“as the Scripture has said”—Jesus has laid the Bible out in front of the church as the origin, the source, of knowledge about our salvation.

“As Scripture has said,” says Jesus.  There, in the written words of Scripture, you will find God’s disposition toward you in his Law, where he is bringing your sins to light, accusing you of acting without love, and consigning you to live in shame.

And there in the written words of Scripture, you will find also God’s disposition toward you in his Gospel, where he is revealing your Savior to you, speaking to you his forgiveness and grace, and standing you before him in honor.

So it is from the words of Holy Scripture that the church finds her authority to teach and preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ; it is to those words that we turn to find his doctrine and his will for our lives, and it is those words of Scripture, alone, which reveal to us our Lord Jesus Christ.

And that, Joey, is your confirmation verse, Luke 24:44:

[Jesus said,] All things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled. Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.”

To understand the Scriptures, one must understand Jesus Christ.  Apart from understanding who he is, what is his disposition toward the sinner, and what he has accomplished for the sinner—apart from understanding him and his work, the Scriptures will just be a lot of history and law-giving and moralizing.  But Jesus didn’t come to Earth to put us under the Law.  We already had that.  He came to Earth to die for us, to redeem us from our sins and from the demons, so that nothing can ever separate us from his love. 

And that, Cassidy, is your confirmation verse, Romans 8:34:

Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Having been crucified for us to reconcile us to his Father in Heaven, Jesus returned to his Father, taking his place at his right hand.  He is there, in conversation with his Father and the Holy Spirit, speaking on our behalf, saying those words he publicly spoke here on Earth from the cross:

Father forgive them, for they do not even know what they do.
He is interceding for us, pleading that we be judged not according to our own righteousness, but that we be accounted righteous by virtue of his blood.  We have in Heaven an advocate.

And that, Graham, is your confirmation verse, 1 John 2:1:

We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

But while our Lord Jesus is in Heaven, in conversation with his Father and the Holy Spirit, interceding for us, we would not know that conversation, nor the Lord’s disposition toward us, except that our Lord Jesus brings it to us here on Earth.  While we are here on Earth, he brings us into that heavenly conversation by joining us to himself in Baptism.  Being washed of all sin by the water and the Word, we are joined to his cross and to his resurrection.  And that, Kathryn, is your confirmation verse, Colossians 2:12:

You were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

And Baptism now gives us our life.  Everyday, as we wake up in our sinful flesh, as we go to bed in our sinful flesh, the Old Man of sin is daily drowned to death in the promise of Baptism, and the New Man of faith is daily made to stand.

In this baptismal life, our Lord continues to be with us, comfort us, and encourage us with his Gospel of all sins forgiven.  He shares with us in our afflictions, so that we are never alone, and he makes us to share with him in his righteousness and life.  That is the gift of the cleansing Body and Blood of his Table, and that, Christopher, is your confirmation verse, 1 Corinthians 10:16:

Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?

There is the conversation in Heaven between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  It is a conversation of grace and kindness, of love for the sinner, of mercy from the Throne.  That conversation is brought down to us hear on Earth in the Lord’s gift of Word and Sacrament, so that we may hear the sure and certain Word of God’s gracious disposition toward us, and the gift of faith may be kindled in our hearts and strengthened.

From these hearts of faith come the words of trust and thankfulness to our Lord.  The Lord gathers his people together to his Name to receive his Word and Sacrament, and they then turn to the Lord speaking and singing in psalms and hymns of faith and thankfulness.  And that, Shane, is your confirmation verse, Psalm 35:18, were the Lord’s people together sing out:

I will give You thanks, [O Lord,]  in the great congregation; 

I will praise You among many people.

And all of this—the revealing to us of the conversation in Heaven, the gift of the Holy Sacraments, the faith breathed into us by the Gospel, the fellowship of the church, the singing of the Lord’s people—all of this because, in his Word, Jesus is sending forth to us the Holy Spirit.

John 7:38:

[Jesus said,] “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive.
Catechumens, you are the people of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus bestowed upon the church on that first Pentecost, has called, gathered, and enlightened you with the Gospel.  His Name was put on your heads in your Baptism, he is breathed into you through the Word of Absolution, he continues to keep you in the gift of your Lord Jesus as he continues gathering you to your Lord’s Table, and, by the Word of Gospel, he makes you, along with the whole church on Earth, holy. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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