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2 CHRONICLES 29:3-24 
In the first year of his reign, in the first month, [Hezekiah] opened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them. 4 He brought in the priests and the Levites and gathered them into the square on the east. 5 Then he said to them, "Listen to me, O Levites. Consecrate yourselves now, and consecrate the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry the uncleanness out from the holy place. 6 "For our fathers have been unfaithful and have done evil in the sight of the LORD our God, and have forsaken Him and turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the LORD, and have turned their backs. 7 "They have also shut the doors of the porch and put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the holy place to the God of Israel. 8 "Therefore the wrath of the LORD was against Judah and Jerusalem, and He has made them an object of terror, of horror, and of hissing, as you see with your own eyes. 9 "For behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for this. 10 "Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that His burning anger may turn away from us. 11 "My sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you to stand before Him, to minister to Him, and to be His ministers and burn incense." 12 Then the Levites arose: Mahath, the son of Amasai and Joel the son of Azariah, from the sons of the Kohathites; and from the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; and from the Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah and Eden the son of Joah; 13 and from the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeiel; and from the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; 14 and from the sons of Heman, Jehiel and Shimei; and from the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. 15 They assembled their brothers, consecrated themselves, and went in to cleanse the house of the LORD, according to the commandment of the king by the words of the LORD. 16 So the priests went in to the inner part of the house of the LORD to cleanse it, and every unclean thing which they found in the temple of the LORD they brought out to the court of the house of the LORD. Then the Levites received it to carry out to the Kidron valley. 17 Now they began the consecration on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they entered the porch of the LORD. Then they consecrated the house of the LORD in eight days, and finished on the sixteenth day of the first month. 18 Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, "We have cleansed the whole house of the LORD, the altar of burnt offering with all of its utensils, and the table of showbread with all of its utensils. 19 "Moreover, all the utensils which King Ahaz had discarded during his reign in his unfaithfulness, we have prepared and consecrated; and behold, they are before the altar of the LORD." 20 Then King Hezekiah arose early and assembled the princes of the city and went up to the house of the LORD. 21 They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs and seven male goats for a sin offering for the kingdom, the sanctuary, and Judah. And he ordered the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD. 22 So they slaughtered the bulls, and the priests took the blood and sprinkled it on the altar. They also slaughtered the rams and sprinkled the blood on the altar; they slaughtered the lambs also and sprinkled the blood on the altar. 23 Then they brought the male goats of the sin offering before the king and the assembly, and they laid their hands on them. 24 The priests slaughtered them and purged the altar with their blood to atone for all Israel, for the king ordered the burnt offering and the sin offering for all Israel. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
The church is a mess.  It’s about 700 years before the Son of God comes in the flesh, a young man, Hezekiah, has just taken the throne, and as king, he must be concerned with the Temple.

The Temple is a mess.  Actually, the words Scripture used are words more like unclean, defiled.  The Temple has unclean things in it, things such as idol figures and instruments for worshiping gods other than the God of Israel.

There’s a problem with that.  The problem with idols is not, simply, that they go by a different name, or simply that there are so many of them, or that they are concocted in the sinful human mind and constructed with human hands.  These are problems, to be sure.  But the real problem with idols is, they can’t forgive sins.

They can’t forgive you your sins—it’s as simple as that. 

The reason idols can’t forgive you your sins is, of course, that they aren’t real.  They didn’t create, but are, rather, a creation themselves of sinful man.  They’re wood, they’re stone, they’re ideas in the head.  But they’re not real.

So don’t bring them into the Temple.  If they are brought into the Temple, the Temple is defiled, and must be cleansed.


To have sins forgiven, you must have a real God.  To have sins forgiven, you must have a God against whom you have sinned.  

That’s the problem with idols—you didn’t sin against them.  They’re not real, so how could have you?

But that’s also why people like idols.  You get to do the god-stuff, you get to go to the Temple and do all the worship-stuff, without confronting a true, living God against whom you have sinned, and before whom you stand only in guilt.

So the Temple must be cleansed.  The idols thrown out, the false liturgies destroyed, the false prophets and false priests, be done with them.

How do you cleanse a Temple?

2 Chronicles 29:20:

Then King Hezekiah arose early and assembled the princes of the city and went up to the house of the LORD. They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs and seven male goats for a sin offering for the kingdom, the sanctuary, and Judah. And he ordered the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD.  So they slaughtered the bulls, and the priests took the blood and sprinkled it on the altar. They also slaughtered the rams and sprinkled the blood on the altar; they slaughtered the lambs also and sprinkled the blood on the altar.  Then they brought the male goats of the sin offering before the king and the assembly, and they laid their hands on them. The priests slaughtered them and purged the altar with their blood to atone for all Israel, for the king ordered the burnt offering and the sin offering for all Israel. 

That’s how you cleanse the Temple, with the blood of the sacrifice!  The blood of the sacrifice is the way provided by the Lord for an innocent animal to be sacrificed, so that by the blood of that sacrifice all sin would be atoned for, the Temple would be cleansed, and the sinner would stand before the Lord in forgiveness.

That’s how you know the real God.  That’s how you sort out the real God from the idols.  The real God is the One who forgives sins.  The real God is the One against whom all sin is committed, and who, out of his love, comes down to the sinner, and provides cleansing blood, so that the sinner is now set free from all guilt, from all shame, set free to live before God in righteousness and purity.


It takes a real God to do that.   On the day when we consider the Reformation of the church, it’s worth us contemplating that: it takes a real God to forgive sins.  

False gods can’t forgive sins because, they’re made up.  And they are made up by sinners.  And here’s the thing about sinners: Sinners have the Law written on their hearts.  Sinners are under the Law, they know the Law, and they operate in the categories of the Law.  So when sinners make-up their own gods, you can bet they will be gods of Law.  So the idols demand sacrifices.  

But that makes sense to our sinful flesh: if you want god to be happy, you better pay him off.  That’s the essence of the Law, is it not?  If you want god to be happy with you, you better pay him off, whether by sacrifice, or by money, or by outward works, or by pious feelings and decisions, you better pay something or do something to make god happy.  Pay him off.  That’s the only answer of the Law, and that’s the way idols are made.

Now we can think of all the false religions of the world; think of all the false prophets.  What do they all have in common?  Whether we thinking of the god Baal at the time of King Hezekiah, or the god of Mohammed or of the Mormons, whether we think of the gods of Hindus or any other manmade gods, they all have this in common: You better pay them off.  Pay them off by good works, by living according to a bunch of outward laws, even pay them off by sacrificing and blowing up other people, but you better find a way to pay them off.

That’s how you make an idol.  And from idols, the church must be cleansed.  Just ask Hezekiah.

But here is the other problem with idols.  They’re slipperier than we think.  It’s easy to speak of the idols of the Baal worshipers, or about how others today practice idolatry when they create gods you can make happy by obedience, but idols are slipperier than that.

A word about God and idols from the Large Catechism:

What does it mean to have a god?  Or, what is God? Answer:  A god means that from which we are to expect all good and in which we are to take refuge in all distress.  So, to have a God is nothing other than trusting and believing Him with the heart. . . . the confidence and faith of the heart alone make both a god and an idol.

Do we have idols?  Have idols been brought into the church?

When we expect good from anything other than the Lord God, when we expect good to come from our own decisions or devising, there we have put our trust in something other than God, and there we have found our idol.

The essence of sin is to trust in something other than God, and to take refuge from something or someone other than him.

Have idols been brought into the church?

Where we have looked for the health or strength of the church in anything other than the forgiveness of sins, where we have turned for refuge to humanly devised plans, as if the church were just another worldly organization, there we may find where idols have been brought into the church.


The Lord cleanses his church.  Hezekiah bore witness to that, when the Temple in Jerusalem was cleaned out of the false teachings of the Baal prophets.

Martin Luther, some 500 years ago bore witness to that, when he spoke of clearing out all the manmade theology which would teach a sinner to depend upon his own works of righteousness.

And we may bear witness to that.  For the church is full of nothing but sinners, and that’s the way the Lord wants it, for everything in the church is ordered toward the forgiveness of sins.

But being full of nothing but sinners—we know what happens.  False teachings are constantly being brought into the church.  Sinners are constantly being tempted to flee for refuge from their sins not the Lord Jesus, but to their own decisions, obedience, and worthiness.

How will the Lord cleanse the church?

He does it every week.  He does it every day.  For Hezekiah, the Temple was cleansed with the sanctifying, forgiving blood of the sacrifice.

Now the blood of the sacrifice is no longer the bulls and the rams Hezekiah knew and rejoiced in, but is the blood of the Son of God shed on the cross.

Where that blood is brought by the Lord into the midst of the church in Holy Communion, where that blood is proclaimed in the sermon as the cleansing of the church and the sanctifying of the sinner, where that blood is rejoiced in in the Christian household as one family member forgives another, as a Christian forgives his neighbor, there the Lord is doing his work of cleansing the church, of sanctifying the sinner, of forgiving you and me.

And that is the ongoing, continuing, always new everyday, reformation of the church.

The church is always being reformed, being cleansed, and will continue, until our Lord comes again to judge the living and the dead.

And we, each of us, and our children are always and daily being reformed, being cleansed, as long as we live in our sinful flesh, until that day when our Lord gathers us home, we are always, everyday, being cleansed as we hear his Word of forgiveness and are daily set free from our sin.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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