THE 3rd SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
January 24, 2010

Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10; Luke 4:16–30
1 Corinthians 12:12–31a 
12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
There is a complaint that can be leveled against a lizard.

The lizard is the Gecko lizard working for Geico, and we’ve all seen his commercials a million times.

We laugh at the commercials as we see the lizard speaking with an English accent, have meetings with an executive to figure out the best marketing plan, and talking with people about their insurance policies.  We laugh because, it’s so out of place.  For lizards, we know, don’t usually wear suits, nor sell insurance, nor carry around dollar bills to buy things out of a candy machine.

We laugh because, the lizard is so far out of his God-given vocation that it’s funny.

That’s where we can level a complaint against the lizard.  He’s funny, yes, he’s entertaining us while he sells insurance, but he has stepped out of his God-given vocation.  What is a lizard’s God-given vocation?  I’m not sure, but one supposes that it includes things like eating insects.

And that is where we can level a complaint against that lizard.  Every time we get bit by a bug, every time we see an insect darting across our floor, every time we have to swat at a fly buzzing around our heads, we may lament that the Gecko lizard was making us laugh and selling us insurance, when he should have been fulfilling his God-given vocation, getting rid of bugs.


It’s easy, of course, to consider the vocation of a lizard.  No harm done by the commercials—it’s all in fun.

But the Lord has us considering our vocations, and our neighbor’s vocations, and how we are given to serve one another.

What are our vocations in life?  How are we to understand God’s will for us, so that we don’t end up being the human equivalent of a lizard who abandons his vocation of eating bugs, to sell insurance and be a TV star?

The Catechism sets this all in order for us.  When speaking of how a Christian is to learn of Confession and Absolution, the Catechism says this about the sins we are to confess: 

Which are these sins?, 

asks the Catechism.  Then it continues,

Consider your place in life according to the Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker?  Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy?  Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome?  Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds?  Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm? 
In this way, the Catechism shows us how to rightly understand the Ten Commandments.  The Commandments are the Law of God.  And we know that the chief purpose of the Law is to reveal sin, to expose our shame, to declare us guilty so that we are then driven to the word of Gospel, where are our sin is forgiven, our shame is covered, and our guilt is washed away.

The chief use of the Law is to declare the sinner guilty.  

But there is another use of the Law, too.   There is a use of the Law that even if we had not given ourselves over to sin, even if our parents, Adam and Eve, had not brought sin into their lineage, so that the Law, then, would’ve needed to do no accusing, no convicting—there is a use of the Law that still stands.  It is the Law as that Word from God that sets all thing in good and proper order.  It is the Law as the Word that established marriage, man and woman made one flesh, and from that, establishes families, as man and woman bring forth children in the way established by God; and from that, that brings forth neighbors, as families grow, and as more and more people abound on the Earth, according to God’s word to our parents in the Garden of Eden, Be fruitful and multiply.  

This is the Law that having established marriage and parents, and children and families, as in the 4th Commandment and the 6th, where we are told, Honor you father and your mother, and Do not commit adultery—this is the Law that then goes on to establish neighbor and nation, and the governing order so that all things are given to be done in a way where every person is protected, property is honored, reputations are upheld, and people treat each other not only with civility, but with each one given to look out for the concern of his neighbor.  That’s the other Commandments of, Do not kill, and Do not steal from your neighbor, and Do not give false testimony against your neighbor, Do not covet what the Lord has given to your neighbor, but help your neighbor in all these things, upholding his family and his marriage, helping him to protect his house and property.

That’s how the Commandments give us to see our vocations.  We are, all of us, placed in many and various vocations by our Lord to serve family and neighbor.  

This means that when we look at the Commandments, we can see a most wonderful thing.  We are given to see how our Lord has ordered all things, giving the parents to love and take of the children, the children to love and honor their parents, the neighbor to honor and protect his neighbor, giving the governing authorities, including our president, our governor, our mayor, our judges, and all the rest, to protect the innocent, to punish the evildoers, to protect children born and unborn, to uphold the Lord’s institution of marriage, to make sure that neighbors treat each other legally, upholding contracts and punishing deceit and fraud.  

All these things of marriage and of children belonging to families, of property and contracts, all these things fall under the concern of our Lord, as he sets us all in our vocations according to the Ten Commandments.


And then, having shown his will for all these things of families and civil law in the Commandments, our Lord then calls us into the church.  

For in the realm of civil law, of worldly governments, there is no grace for the sinner, everything is properly in the realm of the Law.  But as the Lord gathers us into the church by his Gospel, makes us his in Holy Baptism, there, in the church, it is grace.

Our Lord calls us into the church.  And there, in the midst of his people, the Lord speaks of our vocations, of our service, to one another:

12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

[1 Corinthians 12:12]

Who is highest in the church, who to be most esteemed?  The question makes no sense according to the Apostle Paul.  Is the eye more important than the stomach?  How can this be?, Paul would say.  Are they not both members of the same body, both needing each other and given to serve one another? 1 Corinthians 12:16:

if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."

So the Lord gives us to look around the church, to see our fellow members, and to know we are looking on the Body of Christ, made up of many members, yet all one body.

Who is to be looked down on, to be despised?

“By one Spirit,”

says Paul,

“we were all baptized into on Body.” 

All are given honor.


Baptism lets us look upon one another the way our Lord looks upon us: Each of us joined to him in Baptism, all of us cleansed of sin by the Blood of Jesus and made to stand before the Father in the righteousness and purity of Baptism, all of us given to honor and uphold each other, appreciating the gifts that our Lord gives individually to every person in all our vocations.

Some are parents, some children; some are teachers, some students; some are doctors, others accountants; some will be wealthy, others poor, but all made to be one body, the church, by our God.  1 Corinthians 12:24:

But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it. 

We are all members of the Body of Christ, the church.  This gives us our vocations toward one another, to serve each other with the gifts God gives to each of us, to care for one another, and where one suffers, to be with him in his suffering, where another rejoices, to rejoice with that one.

All this is set in place by the Ten Commandments, where we see our various vocations in life, and by the particular gifts the Lord apportions to each of us; and all of this is brought into the church, as the Holy Spirit calls and gathers each of us into the church by the Gospel.

And where we see a brother struggling in his vocation, where we see a sister afflicted with doubt about what she is given to do in life, we encourage them, we give the counsel of friendship to them, building them up in the comfort of the Gospel, and encouraging them in their gifts.

And where we see that we ourselves have neglected to bring comfort to a sister or brother, where we see that we have failed to encourage another in his vocation, to build others up in their marriage, where see that we ourselves have stepped out of our own vocations and taken responsibilities not given to us, like a Gecko lizard forgetting to eat bugs because he wanted to sell insurance instead—where we see our own sin against our Lord’s gift of vocations, there we turn to our Lord whose vocation it was to redeem us with his own blood, and whose vocation it is now to speak his word of forgiveness to us, releasing us from our guilt, and who kindly sends forth to us the Holy Spirit, whose vocation it is to daily and richly forgive us of all sin and keep us in the one true faith.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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