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Matthew 1:18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US." 24 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, 25 but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.

Ephesians 1:13-22
13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

The Creed, Article 2
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into Hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean?  I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
The angel appeared to Joseph and said,

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.” 
This child, this little baby in the womb of Mary, is of the Holy Spirit.

This has never happened before.  Every child born has been the product of a man and woman, a male and female.  There’s no other way.  Marriage brings together a man and woman, the two are one-flesh according to the Lord’s declaration, and from what God gives by the man and what he gives by the woman, the Lord brings forth a new person, the baby.

Even when it is done outside of God’s order of holy marriage, even when it is done by adultery, by a man and woman despising God’s gift of marriage, it is still God bringing forth a child of a man and a woman.

So the Lord has never done it this way before, a child born not of a man and a woman, but of the Holy Spirit and a virgin.  That’s the importance of Mary being a Virgin.  The father of her child is not a human father who is under sin, but, rather, she is made to be with child by the Holy Spirit speaking the Word into her ear.  

When God the Holy Spirit speaks a Word, it is a Word which creates what it says.  When that Word is the word to Mary that though she is a Virgin, yet she will bear a Son, then upon that Word, because of that Word, Mary is exactly what the Word declared: with child.


So we have God coming down in the flesh as a real life human person, a man.  He’s never done this before.  He’s come down to Earth, of course, and in different ways has presented himself to people and spoken to them.

He came down to Earth, we remember, and spoke to Moses by the means of the burning bush.  Before that, he had come down to Earth and taken on bodily form to wrestle with Jacob and give him the promise.  Before that, he had even come in bodily form to speak with Adam and Eve in the Garden.  There are other instances we can remember of God coming down to Earth in human form or in some physical instrumentality to be with his people and speak to them.

But he has never before come down to Earth not only in bodily form, not only a human for particular instance, but as a human himself, as a true flesh and blood person, as truly and fully human as you and me, and such a way that he takes that humanity up into his divinity, such that he will now never be known apart from that humanity.

Matthew 1:20:

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.” 
From that point on, from the moment of the Holy Spirit bringing conception to Mary by putting a word into her ear, God the Son is a human person, true man, and, having taken his humanity up into his divinity, he will forever be both true God and true Man, never to be known apart from his humanity.


And it is in that that God the Son becomes our Lord.  

He has always been our God.  He has always been one God with the Father and the Holy Spirit, the God who has created us and all creatures, but in taking on our humanity, so that he is as much and as fully human as are you and I, he becomes our Lord.

There’s a question in the Large Catechism:

“What does it mean to become Lord”?

Then the Catechism gives the answer,

It is this. [God the Son] has redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from death, and from all evil.  For before I did not have a Lord or King, but was captive under the devil’s power, condemned to death, stuck in sin and blindness ...

Let this, then, be the sum of [the Second Article of the Creed],

continues the Large Catechism,

[that] the little word Lord means simply the same as redeemer.  It means the One who has brought us from Satan to God, from death to life, from sin to righteousness, and who preserves us in [this salvation].

Matthew 1:21:
An angel of the Lord appeared to [Joseph] in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 
That’s why God the Son became Man, the two natures, the divine and the human, now found in the one person, Jesus—to forgive us.  

He is true Man, but without sin, for his Father was not of the sinful lineage of Adam, but is God the Father.  

He is true man, brought forth from the Virgin Mary, the Holy Spirit having given her conception by a Word spoken into her ear.  

He is true Man, of real flesh and blood like you and me, able to count himself as our brother, naming us as his brothers and sisters.

And he is true Man, having made himself our Lord, and us his people, by purchasing us with the price of his own blood, forgiving us of our sin, and presenting us to his Father as his brothers and sisters for eternity.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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