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Matthew 27:24-38
24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's blood; see to that yourselves." 25 And all the people said, "His blood shall be on us and on our children!" 26 Then he released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him. 28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head. 31 After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. 32 As they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear His cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha, which means Place of a Skull, 34 they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink. 35 And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among themselves by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him there. 37 And above His head they put up the charge against Him which read, "THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS." 38 At that time two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left.

Ephesians 2:11-22
11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

The Creed, Article 2
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into Hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean?  I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
After all the trials—in front of the Sanhedrin, in front of King Herod, in front of Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor—after all the trials and the gathering of evidence and witnesses, the charges and the testimony, we finally come down to this:

When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd.

[Matthew 27:24]

And it’s true.  Had Pilate accomplished anything that pertained to his office?  He’s the governor representing the Roman Caesar.  Pilate is the one to make sure the taxes are paid, the roads are kept up, the water is running, and the soldiers and police officers are protecting the city and maintaining justice.  Those are good and honorable things for Pilate to accomplish, when they are done honorably.

How is any of that served by railroading an innocent man and sending him to death on the cross just to appease some trouble-makers and the crowds they have ginned up?

So Pilate is right.  By participating in this kangaroo-court  prosecution of Jesus, he is accomplishing nothing.

But Jesus is accomplishing something.

No one takes his life from him.  He willingly lays it down.  This is all his accomplishment.  Those who are speaking the false testimony, those who are inciting the crowds, those yelling insults, they may all think that the death of this man Jesus is something they are accomplishing.  But no one takes his life from him.  He willingly lays it down.  For he came into the flesh for just this purpose, and to accomplish that for which his Father sent him forth from Heaven.


What did God the Son accomplish by coming in the flesh and willingly laying down his life?

As we learn it in the Catechism,

[He] has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
As we come up to Christmas and we consider what it means that God the Son came down and became human, as we contemplate what it was that he was accomplishing by his Incarnation and his death on the cross, we may remember that he was doing just that—he was redeeming you and me, condemned persons, and purchasing us from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, with his own precious blood.

And when he redeemed us, when he purchased us from sin, death, and the devil, he purchased not only you and me, but every sinner.  For he is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and there is no sin for which his blood does not atone.  So that the Gospel is proclaimed to every sinner.


So this Advent, as we contemplate what our Lord was doing coming in the flesh as that little child of Mary, we may remember that apart from him, except for him, our sins are not atoned for, our guilt is not removed, and our shame is not covered.  Apart from him, except for what he accomplished in the flesh by dying on the cross in our place, we would still be at enmity with God and without any hope.  

But because he did come in the flesh, and did atone for our sins on the cross, our sin is forgiven, our guilt is released, our shame is covered, and we are reconciled with God the Father, the wall of our enmity having been torn down.  

And having  reconciled us with his Father, Jesus has brought us into the bond of fellowship with each other.  As the Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 2:

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, ... thus establishing peace, 18 ... for through Him we have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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