FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT [b]
November 27, 2011

ISAIAH 64:1-9; MARK 11:1-10 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9 [NASB]
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
It’s Advent, the season of preparation.  Preparation for what?  Preparation for the Lord’s coming to this world, making his entrance in the flesh on that first Christmas day for those who lived at the time of Mary and Joseph.  Preparation for the Lord coming to us and our families, making his entrance in his Body and Blood of Holy Communion, in the Water and Word of Holy Baptism, for all those who live in our own generation and in the generations up until the last day. And preparation for the Lord coming on that Last Day, making his last, final bodily appearance to gather all those who belong to him.

So it’s Advent. That word Advent means, of course, the entrance, or the appearing, and when the Lord makes his entrance, whether by entering into Jerusalem on a donkey, or entering into our lives by his Sacraments—when the Lord makes his entrance, the word to the sinner is, Preparation: Are you prepared?

How is the sinner to do that?

Do we not here find the full sting of the Law?  The sinner is to be prepared for the coming of the Lord, you and I are to be prepared, yet the more the sinner tries to be prepared, the more he finds himself in trouble.  Either the sinner will dig himself deeper and deeper into despair as he realizes he cannot make himself worthy of the Lord’s entrance, or, just as bad, he will dig himself deeper and deeper into arrogance as he actually thinks he is somehow making himself worthy.  Despair or arrogance, either way, the sinner is unprepared under the Law.


But the Lord shows up anyway.  He is going into Jerusalem to die on the cross, whether the people are ready or not.  He does come in his Body and Blood in the Sacrament, whether we are well prepared or not.  He is coming on the Last Day, even if the world is in denial.

So what is to be done, when no sinner can make himself worthy of the Lord’s Advent?


So Jesus enters Jerusalem on the back of a donkey.  Who is prepared for his entrance?

For generation after generation, all the way back to David, the call of the prophet has been for Jerusalem to prepare herself, to repent, to make herself ready for the day of the Lord.  It has never happened. Jerusalem has been all along, and remains even as the Lord enters, sinful.

The sinner cannot be other than who he is, and who he is, is a sinner.

So Jesus rides into Jerusalem to accomplish for Jerusalem what Jerusalem could not accomplish for herself—to cleanse her of her sin, to sanctify her and make her worthy of his Father, to atone for her with his own blood of the cross.

 
“Hosanna!”

say the people.

Hosanna is Hebrew for, Save us, please; Save us, we pray.

It is a prayer, a petition for mercy:

“Hosanna—save us, please—Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord, Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David; Hosanna in the highest!”


[Mark 11:9]

And Jesus answers that prayer. He rides into Jerusalem, to his trial, where he stands in the place of every sinner, to his cross, where he atones for the sins of every sinner, and the Advent prayer, Hosanna, is answered.


So now Jesus enters his church, comes to his people, in his own Body and Blood.  It’s appearance is no more impressive than a man on the back of a donkey.  Simple bread, simple wine, but it is the Advent among us of the Son of God: This is my body, my blood, he says.

Who is prepared for his entrance?  How can the sinner be prepared?  Can the sinner be other than who he is, other than a sinner?

Who receives this sacrament worthily?,

asks the Catechism.

Then the Catechism gives the answer:

Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training.  But that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words:

"Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins."

But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words "for you" require all hearts to believe.
No sinner is prepared for the Sacrament by any works or worthiness of his own.  But there stand the words of the Lord, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  In those words, we find our worthiness.  It is given by the Lord, shed by him. It is his blood, shed for one reason only: to forgive you of your sins.

If you’re not a sinner, if you have your own worthiness, then the Sacrament is not for you.

But if you are a sinner, if the word Hosanna, Save us, please, belongs to you, then there is no other place to be than at the Table of the Lord Jesus.


It is all based on the Lord’s Word, on his gift, on his desire and intent to cleanse those who cannot cleanse themselves. 

We have no worthiness, but he is worthy.

We cannot save ourselves, but he does save us.

We are not faithful, but he is.

That’s the way the Apostle Paul puts it.

God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

[1 Corinthians 1:9]

It is all based upon God’s faithfulness to his promise.

Jerusalem was not faithful, but God had promised that the salvation of the world would come from Jerusalem, and he is faithful to his promise as he rides into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey.

We are not faithful—that is our sin—but God has promised us that he will always be with us, even unto the end of the age,  when he baptized us, and he is faithful to his promise as he comes among us in Body and Blood.

But it all depends upon God’s faithfulness to his promise. It is in his promise that we find our worthiness, to his words that our faith clings.

Because he is faithful to his promise, Jerusalem found the answer to her Advent prayer, Hosanna, Save us, please.

Because he is faithful to his promise, we find the answer to our Advent prayer as he comes to us in his Body and Blood.

Because he is faithful to his promise, we have the grace of our Lord, Christ Jesus, we are not lacking in any gift of our Lord’s cross, and we have fellowship with our Lord Jesus as we await his last Advent when he comes again.

1 Corinthians 1:3

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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