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Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24;  Matthew 25:31–46
1 Corinthians 15:20–28

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Christ our Lord is shutting it down.  The whole thing, all of creation, everything that brought into death by the first Adam’s sin in the Garden—the whole thing, Christ our Lord is shutting it down.


On the church’s calendar, we are now at the Last Sunday of the Church Year.  The Church year starts, of course, with Advent and Christmas—that’s our Lord coming in the flesh as Mary’s little baby.  Then the church year goes to Epiphany, where we hear of how our Lord brings the light of salvation to the sinner and to the nations of the world.  Then the church year goes to Lent and Holy Week—that’s  our Lord’s suffering and death to atone for our sin.  Then comes the season of Easter—our Lord’s resurrection from the dead and his ascension to Heaven.  Then comes the long season of Pentecost, where we hear of the gifts of the Holy Spirit going out into the church and sinners being gathered into the church and built up in the faith by the gifts of the Gospel, and then Pentecost closes out with right where we are today, the Last Sunday in the Church year, where we hear of our Lord coming again on the Last Day to judge the living and the dead, gathering all his people to himself for eternity. 

In that period of time between our Lord ascending to Heaven and then his return on the Last Day, that period of time in which we now live, our Lord is keeping us in his Gospel while he shuts it all down.


Jesus is shutting it all down.  This is not the way our world thinks of things.  Our world wants to think that mankind is becoming better and better, that humans are improving, that we’re leaving behind the primitive and bloody ways of the past and becoming more developed and sophisticated.  This is based on a belief that man is basically good—well-intentioned and loving.  Is this a realistic assessment of man?  The atheist writer Sam Harris, whose books ride on the top of the New York Times’ bestseller list, is optimistic about the future of man.  Sam Harris writes, “Everything about human experience suggests that love is more conducive to human happiness that hate is.”  

So, it’s easy.  If everyone is interested in their own happiness, then there will be no more acts of hatred, no more words of hatred, or feelings of hatred, but everyone will be happy as they love their fellowman.  This leads to an optimistic view of man—all we need to do is show everyone how they can be happy if they will just be people of love, and, presto, hate and sin are in the world’s rear-view mirror.

And if that is true, then there’s no reason to shut it all down.  Just let the world keep ticking away, let mankind continue to develop and get better and better, and everything will turn into a beautiful Garden of Eden.

Any evidence for that view of man?  The evidence of recent wars and genocide, of so-called honor killings and car bombs, of Ponzi schemes and scandals, not to mention the worst evidence of all, the evidence that we know of just by searching the sin of our own hearts—all the evidence, does any of it point to mankind’s improvement and the world being able to save itself?  Where is any cause for optimism?

So Scripture gives a realistic view of man, a realistic view of our world and its future, and the reality is pessimistic.  We are sinners living among sinful people.  We are sinners who cannot cleanse ourselves, living in a world that cannot consign evil to the rear-view mirror. 

So Jesus is shutting it all down.  He’s coming again to judge the living and the dead, to separate out the sheep from the goats.


And when he does, it’s all over.  

It’s all over.  But so far, we’ve heard only God’s verdict of Law.  It is the Law that judges the Earth and each of us, and there is no hope, no good news, no optimism in the Law.

Yet, when Jesus comes again on the Last Day to judge the living and the dead, the Jesus is who coming again is he who gave himself on the cross to atone for all sin.  The Jesus who will separate out the sheep from the goats is he who is the good shepherd, and who searches out the sinner like a shepherd looking for a lost sheep, and who has brought each of us into his sheepfold in Holy Baptism.

So when the Apostle Paul is telling the church in Corinth about how the Lord Jesus is coming again to shut it all down, Paul does it by proclaiming ... the resurrection.  The resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

Christ, 

[says Paul,]
has been raised from the dead the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

[1 Corinthians 15:20]

Paul sets it all in order.  Christ Jesus has been resurrected from the dead.  But he was not resurrected for his own sake.  For his own sake, he didn’t need the death of the cross and the resurrection—he did it all for us.  As on the cross he stood in our place, atoning for our death, so at his resurrection, he was resurrected on our behalf, the firstfruits, so that in his resurrection, we find ours.  He is the firstfruits.  As a blossom on an apple tree precedes the apple that comes from that blossom, so his resurrection precedes ours: Each in his own order [says Paul]: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.

So now as we await that last day, we wait with no fear or despair.  The world is being closed out, but not to our destruction, but to our eternal life with our Lord.  While we await that last day, what is our Lord Jesus doing?

How do you shut something down?  When something is rotten and corrupt, how does it get shut down?  You shut down Bernie Madoff’s investment firm by telling all the investors the bad news that their savings are gone, and you throw Madoff in jail.  You shut down  bankrupt Solyndra by locking the doors, having hearings to find out where the money went, and throwing the guilty ones in jail.

How do you shut down a bankrupt world? 

1 Corinthians 15:24:

24Then comes the end, when [Christ Jesus] delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
While we await the Last Day, Jesus is destroying every rule and every authority and power.  Rule and authority and power—this is the demons, Satan and his evil angels who have dominion over this Earth.  It is their demonic work of tempting people with sin, then holding the Law over the heads of the sinners, so the sinners then rot in their guilt and shame, living in fear of the judgement of God.

So Jesus is destroying the rule and authority and power of Satan and the demons.  By the Gospel.  

By coming to sinners and putting his Name on them in Baptism, Jesus is rescuing those sinners from the dominion of darkness and delivering into his marvelous light.  By speaking his word of forgiveness to the sinner, absolving of all sin, Jesus is destroying the accusing power of the demons, and bringing the sinner into his kingdom of grace and life.  By giving to the sinner his own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins, Jesus is cleansing the sinner, justifying the sinner before God the Father, and making the sinner his own for eternal life.

Until he comes again, while the church waits, while we look for relief from our sins and for the consolation of eternal life—until he comes again to judge the living and the dead, Jesus is destroying every rule and authority and power of Satan and the demons, and is bringing us into his kingdom, ... by the Gospel of all sins forgiven.


And then, he shuts it down.  On the last day, he shuts it all down by destroying our last enemy. 

1 Corinthians 15:24:

25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  

And then it’s all shut down.  The demons are permanently and eternally cast into Hell; those who reject the salvation given by Jesus and who want to justify themselves, they are then cast out like goats thrown out from the sheep; the sickness and death of our world is no more, for it could not hold Jesus in grave, and when it is all shut down, then we will look upon Jesus, the New Adam, the resurrected Man, the victor over death, the One to whom we have been joined in Baptism, and in him we will see our own resurrection.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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