18th Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 22)
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Genesis 2:18–25

18Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 19So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”

24Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

Hebrews 2:1–13 (14–18)

1Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

5Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6It has been testified somewhere,

“What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him?

7
You made him for a little while lower than the angels;

  you have crowned him with glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.”

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

10For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12saying,

“I will tell of your name to my brothers;

  in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
13And again,

“I will put my trust in him.”

And again,

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”

14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Mark 10:2–16
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Jesus is speaking to his Father.  It is a prayer—a prayer extolling who he is to his Father, and defining who we are.

To his Father, Jesus says,

I will tell of your Name to my brothers,

in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.

We know that Jesus speaks with his Father.  It is an ongoing conversation.  We see this conversation at the creation of the world, when the Lord says, Let us make man in our image.  

The us—that is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit speaking with each other in a conversation that brings forth all life: Let us make man in our image.  

From that conversation between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, comes forth Adam and Eve, then their children, and their children, all the way up to you and me.  

From that conversation of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit comes forth the gift of marriage, and the gift of children, of family, and then from the gift of marriage and family, comes the gifts of neighbor and community, of nation and government, and all the orders given to serve and uphold marriage of man and woman, to serve and uphold families, that all may be kept safe and life may be protected and extolled.

If the three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, had not had that conversation, then there is no you and me, there are no children, no grandchildren in any of our households, there are none of the orders that uphold and protect the families, orders of community and government—but they did have that conversation with each other, and here we are, us and our children.

Hebrews 2:13, Jesus says, 

Behold, I and the children God has given me.
So here we are.  According to those words, defined by those words, the Son saying to the Father, Behold, I and the children God has given me!

Where will we find Jesus speak those words?  Where will we find him standing when those words come out of his mouth?  

That’s verse 12:

I will tell of your Name, [O Father,] to my brothers,

in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.

That’s where Jesus is standing when he speaks those words to his Father: in the midst of the congregation.  

That’s a pretty concrete location.  We know where that is.  We can find it, and point our finger at it.  It’s not just over there, and not just anywhere; it’s there, at a particular place, a certain location: in the midst of the congregation.

Do we want to find Jesus?  Do we want to find where he is speaking to his Father?  Then find the congregation of his people, those children given him by the Father.  He will be in the midst of them, proclaiming his Father’s Name.

How do we find this church?  That may be a bit more difficult.  Anyone can claim to be the church, any assembly can claim to be the congregation of the Lord’s—how do we find this congregation Jesus speaks of?


Jesus speaks rather concretely of that.  It’s not just anywhere, it’s at a particular location.  It is where Jesus is there, in the midst of his people, proclaiming his Father’s Name.

“This is my Body, my Blood,” 

says Jesus, 

“for the forgiveness of your sins.”  That’s Jesus in the midst of his people.  You don’t get any more “in the midst of” someone than by placing your body in the middle of their bodies.  My body, my blood, for the forgiveness of your sins: that’s Jesus proclaiming his Father’s Name, for the Father sent forth his Son to save sinners, and where sinners are being cleansed of sins by the blood of Jesus, there the Father’s Name is being kept holy and his will is being done on Earth as it is in Heaven.


Jesus speaks rather concretely of this stuff.  It’s not just anywhere, it’s at a particular location.  

This is the church.  It is where Jesus is there, in the midst of his people, having his Body and Blood given out, having his Gospel proclaimed, having his Father’s Name bestowed upon sinners. Maybe this a little too concrete for our world, a little too definite and physically located.  Body and blood, words being spoken, people gathered to hear—this is pretty specific, physical stuff.

Isn’t this, then, our great temptation: to take what to our Lord Jesus is  specific, and definite, and physically located, and act as if it is general and spiritual and hard to find.

I don’t need to go to church, I can be with Jesus anywhere?  How many times do we hear something like that, and even think it ourselves.

But try that on anything else.  I don’t need to go to the football stadium, I can be at the game anywhere.

Will that work?  I want to be at the Lobo game, so on Tuesday I put on my cherry colored sweater and go to the Library, and I think about Lobos, I have deep spiritual thoughts about them, in my mind I silently sing the fight song, I contemplate their win/loss record, I remember the names of the starting line-up, and I tell myself, I am spiritually at the Lobo game, because you can be at a Lobo game anywhere.

But I am not at the Lobo game.  The Lobo game is real and actual.  It has a physical locatedness to it.  It is not on Tuesday, but Saturday.   It is not at the Library, but the stadium.  You’re not at it symbolically, or spiritually, or by emotion or remembrance, but you’re at it in real life, physically, at the place it is located, in the way it is real.

To be short and sweet about it: the Lobo game is not spiritual but physical and humanly located.

So on Saturday, we know where to show up for the Lobo game, even if we may wonder if the team knows to show up.

And then we think of our Lord, and his church.  Where?  How will we know?  Am I at the Lord’s church spiritually, symbolically, by my own contemplation or emotions?

Then we look at our Lord, and we hear his conversation with his Father:

I will tell of your Name to my brothers,

in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.
That’s a location, a place, a physical reality.  Where Jesus is, where the Body and Blood is, where the Gospel is being proclaimed and the Name of the Father is being declared.

The Lord’s church:  We’re not at it spiritually or symbolically or emotionally.  We’re at it physically, in realness.  To be short and sweet about it: the church is not spiritual but physical and humanly located.

Then, in what manner is the church spiritual?  In what manner are our lives spiritual?

The church is spiritual, and our lives are spiritual not because they are anything less than physical and real, but because in all their physical realness, they belong to the Holy Spirit.

It is the Holy Spirit that makes something spiritual.

Water, real water, H2O, bound with the Lord’s word and taken up by the Holy Spirit, is now spiritual water, Holy Baptism, forgiving sins and bringing a sinner into the church.

The church, real people, flesh and blood, but bound to the Lord’s word and taken up by the Holy Spirit, is now a spiritual people, forgiven of sins, forgiving of sins, gathered to the Lord’s Name always to hear his word.

The people, sinners of flesh and blood, bound to the Lord’s Word and taken up by the Holy Spirit, now the Church, gathered to Lord’s Name to be spoken clean of all sins and hear the Name of the Father:

I will tell of your Name to my brothers,

[says Jesus,]
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.


It may seem tough to find this church with any certainty, because wherever it is, whatever it is comprised of, it will be full of sinners.  

If it were not full of sinners, Jesus wouldn’t be there, in the midst of it, proclaiming his Father’s Name.  For that is what it means to proclaim the Father’s Name.  The Father is the One whose Name is holy, and who makes his people holy by coming to them in his Name, cleansing them, sanctifying them, so that those who are sinful now belong to the Holy Spirit.

Look for Jesus.  

When we look for Jesus, we will find sinners, because he came to save not the righteous, but the sinners, and that’s where he likes to be.  

Look for Jesus, and we will find his church, we will find him  speaking to his people, cleansing them of their sins, binding them to himself.  We will find him placing himself, Body and Blood in the midst of his people to cleanse them.  We will find him proclaiming his Father’s Name and placing that Name on babies in Baptism.  

We will find real, actual, physical sinners gathered to hear his Word.  And when we see these real, actual, flesh and blood sinners hearing the Gospel, being declared to be brothers and sisters of Jesus, then we will know that they have been gathered to this Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit, and there is nothing more spiritual than that.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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